.THE HOUSE OF CBED-EDOM
And the Lord blessed Obededom and all his
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2 Samuel 6;11b
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THE HOUSE OF OBED-EDOM. i
the Lord blessed Cbed-edom and 211 his household., 2 Samuel 6:11b,

Moses probably built the Ark of the Covenant in obedience to God's

commend. It was a richly ornamented chest containing the tables of the
Jspm, & pot of marna, and Aaron's rod that had budded. To all outward
me&r&neel the Ark of the Covenant was only & box a httlelnﬂ three
—ffm long and & littlelm/two feet wide, a box made out of 2 most durable
, overlaid with gold, having the images of two angels on the top.

- was the Ark that played such ean important part in the wilderness

wéééented. &ehovah, the God of the armies of Israel, and it

identified with the personal presence of Jehoveh, Where

'ﬁher‘e. was God, We can see the reverence that the peorle

‘2t the old temple where the erk was kept in the

under the care of & priestly fam
ne of the wars with the

and in the conguest of Canaan, In the battles of the conquest '
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let us build homes rather than houses,

-2=- -3-
r'l G t '&&bthat there can
"Ihe Lord blessed Obededom and all his household.” The true significance circumstences that I have desoribded it is ezsy to-osey
. v 1i ity. We should not
of this is seen only when we remember that for these people the ark l be no privacy end consequently very little individuality e ou
rejresented the actual presence of God, God blessed Obededom and all | be poured in the same molds. Every familjyghould have something that
his household because “od was in his house, You reeell the story of the ' distinguishes it from every other femily, something that is distinctively
'!; widow who was bless"‘:);oause she housed the prorhet of the Lord, Youreeell 1 BRI  Enighs " The tendency in the oities ia to make svery fEmiiy -
how Jesus blesh el of the homes into which he went, Wherever God is s+ ‘alike, ‘to have them think the same things, do the same things, enjoy the
£ |
there is blessing, 4nd the Lord blessed Obededom &nd all his household, ‘ I ™ cuent o fhank our heavenly Fathex fhat e
Lny home that is honored by the yresence of God is suratto ba } have the opportunity tbhave homes and to develop & distinetive family

For that matter God nust be present to meke any place & home. )
%-ﬁm the country and the villages have great advantages over our 1 : ﬁﬁgmver BRI o fo eoon n ke e
s when it comes to having & home, In tigigfty they have many -
‘homes, When & great many fanilies are cooped ur under
y Bre given shelter from bad weather and aplace to hang 1 i g E S ook ot e assetneriy Teleh
will enter, God does not look to see
le cottage, but wh :
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~ rest.
. that furnishes irritetion to these nerves,

Home should be & shelter for frazzled nerves rather than a place

In Gray's Elegy Written in

& Country Church Yard there is the famous line: 'Far from the madding

orowd's ignoble strife,” That is the description of & home where God

| iu'. Par from the madding crowd. The sense of God's presence brings a

quiet peacefulness that cannot be duplicated. There arc manny reasons

why God's presence gives a home this peaceful rest., The feeling itself
defies description and cannot be snalyised.

as he steps inside the door.

A stranger feels it as soon
I£ tha't presence is not there the visitors
“, it no matter how much the members of fhe family telk ebout their

i

have all gone into homes that were nothing but hubbub and

from these Babels we have gone to other homes that were 1
s of the peace that can come to & soul. A peaceful home
hemag the membez\-s of the family are not cussedly pim, k

T

each 6ther, nor is there contijual st

in the world because they have not found out the fact that they must
. rest the foundation of their joy on something thet is permenent, and that
cennot be destroyed by circumstanse, If you depend on physical pleasure
for your joy the chances are that you will end life &s a sour old cynie,
When the joy of your home depends on the peace that is there, and on
the security that is there, and on the presence of God that brings these
things,although sorrow may come it will not prevail, Iven in the midst
of heartireak there will be an undercurrent of irreyressible joy. Jesus

hau sorrow after sorrow come to him and yet he was 2 Foyful man because

~ his Jjoy was founded on the sense of God.

How can we have the presence of God in our homes?

In heathen lands
'Whgnnhcltu wents god they go to the shop and buy en image, hring
Set in on the shelf, I wondier sometimes if when we Jjoin the

ﬂin children bnpuaea., we do not think that we taka our
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#i-ﬂﬁ“-ﬁ&nm was blest when the ark of the Lord was there, It is &lso &
1,,@@‘«1 thing tc have the family gather for femily rrayers., Let & chapter
be read from God's word, read carefully and thoughtfully, not hurridely.
Let a prayer be offered, not a long eloquent prayer, but & short simple
~ prayer for the day. There is no set rule for worship in the home, Make
, ur few minutes helpful to gour own household in your own way. One of

ties of family worship is that it gives plenty of room for





