MOUNTAIN SHADOWS

"And when Gaal saw the men, he said to Zebul, Look men are coming down

mountain tops! And zebul said to him, You see the shadow of the mountains a

they were men." Judges 9:36 (RSV)

-
Before the days of Robinson Reminders and all the other gadgets we now
to help us remember what we ought to remember we used to "tie a string on a
The sight of that string - or perhaps we "changed rings" - was supposed -
out attention to something we sere supposed to do. Now we have all
peg boards
books, magnetic bulletin boards,amdxakk , and other modern ways of
But there are other things we need to remember that are greater
errand or a grocery list. Se we develop symbols to help us
symbols for traffic safety. Do you recall the advertisement
used a year or so ago in which were depicted all the dif:
signs -- stop, railroad crossing , curve, and many othez
tinctive shape so that if you learn this symbol you do n

This story concerns three people named Abimelech, Gaal, and Zebul.
never heard of these people. On the other hand most of you have heard of Gid
Gideon was a great hero, Abimelech was Gideon's son. When his father died .
tried to take over his father's power., As a matter of fact he succeeded for
years. He was not content to be just a chi.eftan or a "judge", he wax;od. to
He started out by hiring mercenaries and murdered all but one of his
there were seventy of them. The city of Shecham then declared him king., He

® 7
the first real attempt at kingship in Lsrael. You see the idea of . )

Canaanite
PAAAALEE 1idea and city of Shecham was a Canaanite city. The real

for the ancient people was that it showed the disastrous result
Israelites with idolaters. ht
Within this story there are several other stories.

chapter of Judges just to read Jotham's parable or f.




Jesus was said, "When you ®ee a cloud rising in the west,
shower is coming; and so it happens. And when you see the south wi
There will be scorching heat; and it happens. You hypocrites !
terpret the appearance of earth and sky; but why do you not
present time?" This is a great concern -- to be able to
be able to recognize danger and distinguish between it a
in our lives of the direction from which the attack will
look at the mountains and see the shadows and not a
dangers in my life?"
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/ 8/25/57

CALL TO TORSHIP
~ Blessed be the name of God for ever
and ever: for wisdom and might are his.
He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and
knowledge to them that know underst:
Seek ye the Iord while he may be fo
r~call ye upon him while he is near
For great is the lord, and great:

be praised _

INVOCATION
"0 Lord, open thou our
our hearts, that we may

1y name; anc

~
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