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C. The work of Nehemiah made : E. Just as in the day of Eara—the king, Eara, ;3,; E. This church was built not
:nd work m g:t.mu begun on the tem | gﬁmm&l r:sPondi so in the day this building a beautiful
| 0
s et i S D oot e A e o o T e,
"Hlessed be the Lord, the God of our Fathers, who Finished the building & ¥ to res " 15
Dt such & as this into the heart of the king, e bt - .t with i IV. In the third place, Ibeautifying the temple was |
to beautify the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem" — to work but money and other ial resc 3 e Aomazsmgfmfgamos mrmgsmtribuuvn made by
Ezra 7:27 D. This doxology of Esra represenighis e % 2
£ v e him was to carry up to Jeramalem
for the house of the Lord, i Torah, the sacted{a', 8 a copy of the
E. R

I, There comes a time when we just have to celebrate. B. He read this law to the people just as

Life goes along on an even keel, or may even tip down : after Sunday words from the Book have been read

a little, until one day we suddenly realize that we . from this pulpit,

possess something valuable, We become almost over— s is all a of our faith, the idea that
elmed and we want to shout, ‘the ne has some’ B s ]
A. Thro it the ages this has happened to men and g We are ave t ‘

ughout Tying
has resulted in neny great poems, in dmortal Lo Joseieni e 402y to the people who have
music and in great e ) ente: ese doors, say it in the rich
B. The other day I was sitting in my car THAT e symbolism of this beautiful building, the choir
T wish they lad one of trose 1¢ sales get L and the organist say it through their music, the |
"ihat 's that ide: It c , I ministers say it in their prayers and throug [
"hy they have TVs and zll sorts of things that g i | ‘the reading of the Scripture and the preac] |
you can buy for a cent, They lm;: uxzylm losing gd tﬁawrd- We pigels.im t:t thrwgh the i&gmu,
+eshe go here ring] - > 0] say to you, "Thus s
was ing. t it and ly o - the Lord" was the prophet's word as the prophets
"They just to celebratel All of his eager- Ve tried to translate God's disciplines into [
i daily

ness and enthusiasm went into the n, action,
Pe: was making a profound observation that D. Let me read you a short paragraph:"THE (HURCH MAY
‘there/ comes a time in every persons life when he WELL, AS ONE OF ITS ACTIVITIES, PROMOTE DISCUSSION OF
must celebrate, : s CURRENT PROBLEMS, BUT NO CHURGH JUSTIFIES ITSELF
C. Rostand has his hero toss his purse away at a Bara % BY BEQOMING A FORUM.

s chide him with a reminder s
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VI. Well — I guess Eazra has about got to Jerusalem
and I have reached my fifthly. What did he find? He
found a messl
A, As is so often the case we start out in a burst
of enthusiasm only to discover that when wehrrive
all the glamor has gone,
@@ B. I have par&:ld.pated in the ordination of

ol

Speak to each person iwil Sanctuary
no one leave feeling thai
achofnmumtﬁmmmm 'H
% b fiade e bah

' ind may the grage of our Tord
‘bhelmofﬂod,axdm!w;;otth
'beuith\uaummn.

official board m
B. You remember the story ofthamfm ?
1. Have you ever

Macedonia? Was the man there. He was not}

3, Luke writes in the Book of Acts: "AND ON
THE SABBATH DAY WE WENT OUTSIDE THE GATE T0
THE RIVERSIDE, WHERE WE SUPFOSED THERE WAS
A FLACE OF PRAYER: AND WE SAT DOWN AND SPOKE S
TO THE WOMEN WHO HAD ® ME TOGETHER,"

CALL TO PRAYER: -
w.,ﬂlﬂmh ‘_ﬁ_r sy 10 toae
e ey

5 ovol edd
D. Olin Stockwell: "A miss onary from Africa said g - r Eodle- S5
to him, "The miss onary job is $5% drudgery ' [~ PRAYER rrove [ls i GREENE
and 5% thrill. I tpinty|0oa] o o2ty gres Tmte hast,

1k Mehauuofthemduhuttombhu
‘the drudger$ and capture the |

2, There is always reality to face

VII, As I look at these stones this morning I
‘the endless hours of labor that entered

us into thy Church; grant that we may so honor

to labor, for good neighbors J
thuthu’:hformetﬁoudmh%
us and for those

better
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\ THE HOUSE OF THE LORD

!'Hlessed be the Lord, the God of our Fathers, who put such a thing as this into
the heart of the king, cobsmmm.m-'o:ﬂ:m#’;;mnhdm'

Thers comes a time when We Just have o celebrate, Life goes along on an even |
keel, ormwmupdm-utm,muouwnmmmmn
possess something valuable, We become ﬂmstmmblmdmdplwhlhw
Throughout the ages this has happened to men and has resulted % many grest poems,
in dmmortal misic, and great art. The other day I was sitting in my car over at 1
Louden Shopping cemter. Some boys came slong. There was an older boy about twelve
and two younger boys. The older boy was undertaking to explain
hin say, "I wish they had one of those ome cent sales.” One of the
"hat's that?" "You don't know what a one cent sale is? Why—they
a1l sorts of things that you can buy for a cent. They know .
but the just do it to emkmbrakat" he got lost at this pois
explain why anyone would do that. Them, he got it

of his ss and enthhsi:
he was naking a profound observation

i
had been stopped. Now, soms twenty years later, mother group led by Esra retumed
and finished the building, Esra had the support of the king and he brought with him
not only volunteers to vork but money and other material resources, This domlogy
of Eara represents his hym of praise for the house of the Iords As we start this
week in of the 25th of the retiilding of our temple there ar
some things which we should remember and which are suggested by Esra's experi
First, you will notice that Ezra considered this a Divilhe movement. ™
the Lord, the God of our Fathers, Wio put such a thing as this into the
king." Ofentimes around our homes we hear the expression: Where in the
you get that idea? Ezra has no doubt where the idea of beantifydng |
from. It came from God. Some ofus have shied away from the idea
only to come back to it as a basic principle.
‘take the initiative with men and in his own way can

Eszm was able to face many diffi
‘believed that this was a Divine

surprised and then in a voice that could be heard all over the church said,
sat down, Most starling of all Jiff the words of the smthem: "If Jesus goes vith me
M1 go anywhere." Ve sing it,but all the time by our lives were are saying, NO.
he Divine encounter demands the human response, Man mist answer. Just as ix
day of Ezrasthe king, Eara, and the people mist respond so in the day this buil
tuilt people had to respond end if the church is to go on they must comtime ‘1'
respond. 2
In the third place beautifying the temple was only a part of Hara's
Really the most important contribution made by Esra was to carry up to
of the Torah, the sacred law, Hara read this law to the people Just as
Sunday words from the Book have been read from this pulpite This i
faith, the idea that the Divine has something to say to us.
trying and have been trying for years to say to the
Ve say it in the m¥ch symbolism of this beautiful |
say it through their misic, the ministers say it in.
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but we must do this bascically because we are doing the will of God, In the first R
bookofnngaﬁmulmrrlbonmnmmw””mhmmm
of the King of Juda in a war. It was suggested that they enquire of the prophets
50 Ahab gathered to gather his prophets and they told him what he wanted and then
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israsl: "Is there not here another prophet of the
Lord of whom wWe may inquire?" This church was built not just for the sake of
a beautiful building it was built as the House of the Iorde. It was built as a
where people might come to dsicover what the AdAl/M/Ake Lora Wad to say

In the fourth place, Ezra not only read the law, he taught it. I
you will discover that the teaching area of our church building is s
if not larger than the Sanctuary. That is not surprising vhen
Howard Hageman had such a large part in the plamning of the
as the Chairman of our Conference Board of Education.
floor of the for It
school workers. You have in your hands the list c

Satmeane ef! bon ziido edd (wihiled Dv¥idumed mbdt
o dhyroui? brs evoger aledd mt &b e
ot dhn wit &1 mieinony oF Gbrow edt 1o ga

‘the sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, vhere we supposed there
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come togther."
Tt must have been the original 1 now a in

llala,v:ﬁmnsfcrnlmgtmam:owwf‘wmmnllml "A

missionary from Africa said to me last summer, 1The missionary job is 95% drudgery and §
5% thrill," e House of the ord is built to enable us to endure the 95% so that we
may have theS% thrill, 45 T look at these stones this morning I think of the endless
hours of labor that entered into the building of this church. m.m”
convincing, the physical labor itself, ‘the work of architects and craftsmen, 3
ucﬂfiﬂﬂgiﬁngotmlubmyhﬂnm—ﬂl#m”m
ind T want to shout "Blessed be the Lord, the God of our Fathers,
mummmmmuwwm.htﬁ-wiﬁ
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