OUR RESFONSE TO GOD'S'REVELATION
,,,and he sent another® ILuke 20:}}

The telephone rings. Now there are people who can let a phone ring and ring and

not answer it. I am not one of those people, ¥hen a phone rings I just have 1o ¢
Tt is utterly inconceivable to me how anyone can do anything else. Fresumably my
number is being called——I keep on believing that in spite of the times the call pre
to be a wrong mumber. So I take up the receiver and according as I have b r
say one of several things, a cheerful, "hello", a sharp, "yes'", an impm
go on", or "good morning, this is Harold Griffis speaking". Always there
question, "what do you want of me?" .Scmetimes I put in a call for
distant city, Then I tell the operator with whom I wish to speak a
‘to-person call. So many times after a few moments I hear the ques
not there, will you talk with anyone else?" Of course I
because my business is with Smith and only Smith can give me
W—ﬁmﬂm that is the call that God is putting
“terrible and yet wonderful thing is that you must r

illustration, and pick up the phone.

take from us the freedom to listen or not to listen. In the Bible 3}‘ negd'-i’!':
response to God is ngescribed ...as hearing God and refusing to answer, m
tut refusing to acknowledge its meaning or refusing to follow it; knowing God a
forgetting him, hardening the heart, rebelling and many others which all add
man's "No" to God." (1) God is callin, e problem is that we are not
Rafus Jones says: "The failure in our communion and correspondence with (
due, I am sure, not to a limitation of love at the point of transr
to a dullness of heart at the recelving stabion,”
Iet me ask this question, "Are you realling trying to hear what (
to you through the message of Advent and Christmas?" Do you have that
of expectancy? Have you yet sat down alone to read carefully vihat
the first chapters of Luke and Matthew? lNore than that as
yourself, what does this mean for me, today?
how did you come into this service today. Did you come wi
wonder what he has this morning? Or did 3




Not for a minute would I compare God to that woman! But T would compare our att:

Ve come to church in that way, we read our Bible 's +that
Then we wonder why we do not understand what God says.

toward God's revelation.
way, we pray that way.
0frcourse there are ti

ever knovn anyone who could be ngonveniently deaf," who always heard ‘the things 3

but failed to hear the thingsybudidwau&hagh !
esorad'mrchmw: p

did not want her to hear,
I remember the secretary of the Board of Truste

table and flip the switch. Sometimes things did not go as he would 1:
them go. In such times I have seen him quietly and unobtrusively
off the contraption., ‘hen he read the minutes at the next n
vhich sometimes got by. Vorse than that he used an earpbome i
him, during the sermon, reach out and flick a switch. But I
suddenly go deaf in church. I can #ell by the expression
I am going to preach a sermon on "Fhen Do w
take for a text

Ve may affirm God's revelation in one of two Ways—we may Say gmen!" so be i
A member of my membership class said to me the other Sunday, "Why is it that the
shoir sings the "amens"? Ve are so in the habit of singing "amen" at the close

2ymn that we perhaps have lost the force of its meaning. So often we say it in
perfunctory sort of way. And in the same sort of way we acknowledge God 's
in our lives. But the real way to respond is through obedience. Christianity
simply intellectual assent. Christianity #;&%ﬁ a Way of life. :
this Way of Llife involves us with others. So we must say, not only have
but have you obeyed., Jesus tells another parable smkabout a man
wemt to the first and said, Son, go and work in the vineyard
‘I will not; but afterward he repented and went. Anq::'sm to 1
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ye become as a child", Today we stoop in humility in order to discover ‘the

God has for us. Ve listen carefully to the word he says to us and we
listen no metter what it may involve as far as our lives are concerned,

glad obadience we go out to do ‘that which He would have us do.

"The voice of God is calling Its summons unto men;

As once He spake in Zion, So now He speaks again
Whom shall I send to succor ple in their need?
Whom shall I send to loosen The bonds of shame and greed?

e heed, O Lord, Thy summons, And answer: Here are wel
Send us upon Thine errand, T2t us Thy servents be %
Our strength is dust and ashes, Our years a pass:

But Thou canst use our weakness To magnify Thy p

From ease and plenty save us; From
Purge us of low desire; Lift us to
Take us, and make us holy; Teach
Speak, and, behold! we answer;
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