LET YOUR LIFS SHOW THE LIGHT
.and they perceived he had seen a vision in the temple"
Tuke 1:22

ave church? Tt is very
a morn-
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ther night a group of us were talking about the

T o e ir nisch, At the present tine it s
ch this is.

but ve hope that some

will be adle

a reflection of his ture.

15 a matter of fact the light which we show is quite
independent our own time. It is an eternal light, T
once did some amateur wiring. My wife wanted a bell on
the back door, the went out one day
to give her the bell, I did all the work, went out to
‘the back door and tested it and was proud. Tt She
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There 15 a cerbain amount of

v Ay expect that our initiative will many

tines be reBuffed. this will be caused by our
om clunsiness, soetines because we have not developed
Iuman relations., Bub on the whole the.

1ight through good will

't of us approach
it 15 necessary to
us

/ IET YOUR LIFE SHOW THE LIGHT
". . . and the/ ceived he had seen a vision in the temple." Luke 122
HW’ do you look when you leave church? It is very interesting to watch p
they leave a Sunday morning service. Some are in a hurry. They try to get out just
1y as possible, The roast may be burning, or perhaps a husband is burning W
that are not buttoned and scarfs that are flying in the wind, Some are -
ing to their friends. Some are worried - they brought worries to d’u‘aﬁﬁv‘
ing the same worries home again, Some look a little angry. A few look
a group of people coming out of a church look exactly like a group w5
other kind of a meeting.
In the first chapter of Luke we have a descript:

they were not on duty. At the time of this st
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(2) g
Sieaa o i : -1 Such is the place, and such the supreme moment,
v
(Expositors Bible Tuke P 22)

breaks the silence of four hundred years."
Evelyn Underhill, the great writer on mysticism says: "form may smother ¢
ual action takeff the place of spontaneous prayer, the outward and visible sign c

ward grace," That had been happening at this place for centuries. That continues

vherever we worship. It appalls me the way same people casunally approach a s

ship. Even worse is the casual way some people prepare to lead a service

seems to me that it was in no such casual way that Zchmi entered the
was ”that God spoke to him; it was here that his life was cluﬁ)spl!-
Outside the other priests were in their ‘plaess, grouped 1

.ing up to the Holy Place. The sacrificing priest has ascended the
the Levites stand ready with their trumpets - all are
Wuu Talmud states that the priests were ace
At was foared that in so sacred a place they
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(3)
people know it is a church, but we hope that some day as people go up and down
they will be able to see ab a glance that it is Trinity Methodist Church. Ve ought
proud of it, Hn the course of the discussion about this sign, there was a

the need to have it lighted. Someone said: '"Why not paint it with some of th:

been thinking about that, At least I have been thinking about the synbolism i
There are so many churches that simply reflect the light of their own time.
be dark in itself. It would be lighted only by a passing auto or when 1
on! I do not want to belabor this, but I simply want to stress ﬂm‘?
@hristian shows is not a reflection of his culture,

As a matterof fact, the light which we show is
It is an eternal light. I fonce did some amateur wiring.
door, She went out one day and T went to work to gi
out to phe back door and tested it and was proud.
Mo o, vis Bedk et She i
strange, Lot me go and look.
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In these days there are ceremonies when the Christmas lights are turned on,

some other notable person)pushes the button, How wrong we arel No one turns on

lights but God. The Christmas lights turned on by men are sometimes pretty but n

ful or lasting, Soomer or later they will be turned off, God alone is the e

1ight which lightéth every life. Such light does not depend upon our moods,
even upon our worthiness, but it does shine on our need. This morning I am °
Christians must first find this light and then we must let our lives show )
I think there are three ways in which we can do this. The fiz
to human need, There are many people who simply cannot \paas a beggar
are singularly blind to real humsn need. A vast gulf separat
we give to salve our conscience from the life that is
times persons we cannot see, I once knew a man who was si
mas Carol, He distributed copies of it freely. Yet
the sins of Scro@ge and his own hardness of
to December 1. There is such vast need in

(5) >
WE HUMAN BETNGS ARE PRIVIIEGED 70 PRACTICE IS THAT OF IEARNING HOW AND WHEN 0 TAKE THE

ITTATEVE TV GOOD WILL: AND ONE OF THE MOST STRINGENT TESTS BY WHICH PERSONALITY CAN BE

ED IS ITS COURAGE AND SKILL IN TRYING TO R:ESOLVE CONFLICTS THAT THREATEN TO ASSUME THE

PORTTONS OF GONFLICT UNLTMITED." There is a certain amount of risk here and we may
our initiative will many times be rebuffed. Sometimes this will be caused by our own

ness, sometimes because we have not developed enough skill in human relations. But

protect ourselves. Some of us app life aggr 1y
ary to get our own way. Too few of us use Christ's approach, whic
This all either or

was given by the children's division of a church where
‘tableaux portraying the Nativity story. In one of '
field. They were boys from the primary

Hyn, i1
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is light, Tals away the light and all the skill of the artist is lost. 11 go
ther with my parable and point out that if we make it light enough inside ve
the beauty, Sometimes we feel so self-sufficient, sometimes we feel so strong,
feol so wise that people see in us a black or blank wall. But when we turn !
ciency to the light of Christ and let that shine through us - then our
these windows. We are not all alike., We are doing different things.

But the light that illumes us is the same light. Now and ‘then windows
be cleaned, Now and then we do things we ought not to do and we )
be cleansed. But the light is always there ready to shine t
abilities, through our personalities,
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At a given signal, between the lgxmg

- ing of the lamb, Zachariah, barefooted .
white, passes up the stepa,w acnempan!@é.

a incense,

ing a goldan vessel of burning coals tﬁan

altar., Slowly and mvsren\‘:.ly“they ‘pass
 Holy Place, which none but Levites are permitted
enter; and having arranged the incense and : spreati
live coals ugon the altar, the asuis 3 t

ing Zachariah alone - alone in the dim
geven-branched candlestick, alone b-aiéu"

: ‘my not upl:Lﬁ. and which hides

very ini’-ex‘e;fr;ug
day morning se:
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Jhcidentlv, this is only a symybom

deep into the political and social life o
‘inaw ‘of no better way tq let your lire
than by going home and writing a letter t

~ visors telling how you feel,
~ need is not something otherworldly, j.t involves
Jh

W'i‘bimg and practica:
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