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B "HEAVENS AND EARTHI"
".eoAll who heard it were astonished at the story of

he
‘the shepherds." Iuke 2:17 (Moffatt)

In spite of all the marvels of our age we are a
complacent people. Perhaps it is because of these
things that it is so hard for us to be impressed. I
remember seeing Thorton Vilders play, "The Skin of Our
Teeth." In the first act the principal character lir.
Antribus comes in with a wheel. He has just invented
it and is very enthusiastic as he tells what can be
accomplished by his new gadget. Every day we read of
things so mich more wonderful and take these things in
our stride. Ve took our boys to New York once when




e
world is not so apt to be its evil as its disillusionment
Ve grow cynical because we have been disappointed and
hurt, So much has happend in our world yet it has
‘brought about so little! In spite of our achievements
in space we have not yet conquered ourselves. Vhat
differance does it make if I know enough to send a
rocket to the moon yet cannot find happiness in my
own home? Basically today we are looking for the same
Marmmmm,mawww
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"y soul magnifies the lord, and
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has regarded
mmm;tedhishandnﬂdm...ﬂamm
mcun of their hearts, he has put
m@wnvmthuuuvnu and exalted those of low
/" degree; he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away."

‘Here many of our values are topplédd and reversed.
Remember that the Christmas story was written or told
by people who kmew Jesus and they could think of Him
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| came before the shepherds and the distant
and tidied the stable, and brought the pr:
fresh, swect—smelling hay. I am gled T we
to bring a gift and that love led me
bed for the babe., No one lmows;
| nobody knows. And no man or won
. ever known had not an angel o
<the story; but even he did not.
boy, but always called him

7
I asked myself the question, "Did Mary and Joseph see

the star and hear the angels sing?" Of course they

didn't. Joserh was hunting a lodging and I don't think
@ he stopped because he had secured temporary quarters

in a stable. Mary was much too concerned about the

demands of birth to lock towards the sky. Now it was

over and Joseph and Mary and the new born Babe were by

theriselves.1 Then the excidbed shepherds burst into
the stable. Rough men, faces seamed, wearing the
clothes of their trade. Fumbd men, not accustomed to
courts and kings. Men who dealty with the cold ]
beasts and stupid sheep. These men told

Well, have you committed your life? Will
be any different because of it all? Will
in your hearts through faith? An unknown
kindly and without thought for himself, ot
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