| GOD IN THE SHADOW On one he came from quite a different social class than that
Mediterranean Sea. h from which Amos came. His activity last for at least
marched through Israel, bu ‘ten years as he bried to bring to his people the message
its mind which was going to be vhich he believed God had given him., His style in-

|
"...and make the valley of Achor a door of hope"
A’ (Hosea 2:15)

"They shall return and dwell beneath shadow.," dicates that he was sensitive and quite emotional. | are some vnrd&'t:l.m
(Hosos 1507) The book of Hosea is realistic. ; b only repeating himself. m:uy 15 a;g
words from the tenth chapter, "Because you theme occurs over and over and then the
in your chariots and in the multitude of m from great ion to because he was aborates on i\‘. and works aut new var
Those of you who saw "Green Pastures" will remember therefore the tumult of war shall arise o a man of great nervous tension. He capable of beaut.iml to impress the beauty of the thought m

that very dramatic scene in "God's office." God is people, and all your fortresses shall be de and even tender language and yst- on maﬁ occasi.

distressed by theevil on the earth. He paces the floor Jesus said, They who take the sword shall £ his words are harsh and even vulg: en he at.tacka It all starts for Hosea with God's

and looks out of the great window that looks down on sword. This has been the history of many c the abuses and sins of his peeple you find me of

the aarhh Gﬂbriel is in the office. His trumpet is Again Hosea e "My people are destr of the strongest language in the Scripture, °erhaps you

hanging Again and again Gabriel asks knowledge." iere Hosea was not were offend as you read his words., Unlike Amos he is

God if ha shnuld blow that tmmpet and end it all, lacked clear aad d:.stinch ideas about not concermed about the social sins but lifts his

voice against the moreal, religious and political sins. |

‘the discussion between Gabriel and God you can
see the shadow of someone walking up and down outside
the office door. e aro told that it is Hosea and ho that is, { 5 Lov e etier ,ﬁ.ﬁ“tm’ﬁi Sf the tookideitie, “Q"
‘there to convince God that he Bhollld be Israe; not owle God.. Y § uses his own to ustrate message. =)
md that he should forgive his people S Bpsssionel e - : f wife's name was Gomu-. She was unfaithful to him, It |
is this shocking experience which he describes. He had
three children all of whom weregiven symbolic names.

In a very naive and simple way that expresses the | ﬂut unless relgion causes us od,
chief message of the Book of Hosea. It is a book fill- is useless. M He first eh:l.‘ldﬁla son, was call Jesreel, literally, |
od with patitos and tragody, Nover'in 11 tho history @ ; e T |
, meaning tied,

1 Israel had there been such a tangle of murder and in-
trigue. You should read the second Book of Kings to
gatﬂnbukmnnd!orthnnery Boueannsitau
up when he says, "For Israel has forgotten his maker."
Israel has broken the covenant., This book is filled
ﬁg% eupmssim denoting betrayal, unfaithfulness and

Book Lo-ruhmah,
Most of all the 0] 1 son name Loammi, not-my-people." In spite of Ihab Ml '
her because of

it 2
possibility of wnpus , compassion that can redeem,
compassion that is ﬁuny actied out completely on the
cross.

hi;ﬁslm&m ‘the other day there w
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Now what does Hosea say to us. (enturies later we
read these words which he spoke to Israel, Can he
possibly be speaking to us? As we have studied this
ook T am sure that many times you felt that the
language was + He says four
things to me. I need to hear his demand for absolute
loyalty. dJesus expressed this when he said, " No man
can serve two masters." "You cannot serve God and
Mammon. " ‘g}r day does not like to hear that. We much
!p;dur ‘both/and, rather than either/or. We show this
every e e think

has new promise, that the hour for serving
ever present, k a
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§OD IN THE SHADOW

the valley of Achor a door of hope!
(Hosea 2:15)
"‘me:‘ shall return and dwell beneath my shadow"
(Hosea 13:7)
Read Hosea

I. Introduction:

A, Those of you who saw "Green Pastures" will re-—
member that thrilling scene in "God's office."
God is distressed by the evil on the earth

. Gabriel keeps wanting to blow his horn and

end it all
3. During all the discussion there is the shadow
walking up and down autsidsLth_

door,

'h-».‘ip,mxate 0ld thet it is Hosea and k o
there e God that he abouldbe n
% b Aol L-ﬂ

II. The story of Hosea

A, He was a contemporary of Isaish
. His call occurred after that of Amos
2. Lived in the Northern Kingdom
(“ 3. Possibly was of a priestly family, probably
quite a different social class from Amos.
L. His activity covered at least ten years.

B. His style indicates an extremely sensitive, emo-
tional nature, somewhat like Jeremiah but quite
different from the rugged Amos.

1. Great nervous tension--passes impulsively
from mood to mood
2. Capable of beautiful, warmhearted, tender
language on the one hand and yet uses
harsh and somewhat vulgar language to attack
“the abuses and sins of Israel.
is not interested in the social sins that

ligious and political sins.

is the hardesh : ifﬂx
that it is possible
and merciful.

III. This is the picture H
® message which he pro

A, Tt all starts for Hosea wi
which became most clear
1. The basis of the cov
God and people
2. Was the first
comparing it with
B. Israel beeoms unf?
1.

D. Israel will be punished but she also will be

redee
IV. What does Hosea say to us?

(-\ A. First, we need to hear his demand for absolute
loyalty
§ “L.desus exprassed this shen he ssid, o nan
rve two masters" "Ye cannot serve
d and Mammon"
2, We much prefer both/and rather than
either/or.
Jesus expressed this again when he said
"Enter gy the norrow gate; for the gate is
and the vray is easy that leads
?ﬂieﬂ" se who enter by it are
\ For the ga(:e is narrow and the way
t%,%hlééds to life, and those who find it
1 (Matt. 7:13-10)
j.npressed every day, more and more, b;
fact. This is not simply moralism,
187 as x'eal and as velid as the laws
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