
CAMPGROUND INFORMATION FROM THE GLENS FALLS REPUBLICAN 
NEWSPAPER 1874-1884: 

15 Sept 1874- Johnsburg- The campmeeting at Riverside, which closed Wednesday, was 
one of the largest ever held in this part of the country. There were seventy-three tents 
erected of all manner of materials and style, for the past week in the grove where the 
meeting was held, has presented a very pretty as well as lively appearance. A large 
crowd was present on the ground Sunday, the members being estimated at from three to 
four thousand people, and we the latter number is nearest correct. Trains were run on the 
Adirondack railroad from both ways, and both trains were loaded down 

Among the ministers were: Rev Marshall, presiding; Rev Webster of Poultney; 
Rev Pomeroy and E Watson. The location cannot be bettered in any respect. It is easy 
access from all parts, is away from the village, in a quiet, peaceable spot, and is in every 
way just the place for a campmeeting. RE:GFR 

14 Aug 1875- Johnsburgh- Campmeeting at Riverside will commence on the ih proximo. 
The indications at present are that the meeting will be much larger than any previous one. 
Several weeks ago all of the lots in the front circle of the ground were taken up, and 
pretty much outside. RE:GFR 

26 Oct 1875- Johnsburgh- On Saturday, 16th inst., a meeting of stockholders of the 
Riverside campmeeting was held at Riverside for the purpose of organizing and electing 
officers. The following gentlemen were elected as a Board of Directors: T J Carpenter, 
Chester; E M Barnes, Olmstedville; Columbus Gill, Stony Creek; George Leavitt, 
Chester; H Burnham, Luzerene; John Reed, North Creek; Barclay Thomas, Weavertown. 
Mr Phillip Mosten was elected Treasurer. The officers, viz; President and Secretary, will 
be elected by the Board of Trustees. RE:GFR 

11 July 1876- Johnsburgh- The board of directors of the Riverside camp 
meeting association held a meeting at the campground on the 22nd

. It was decided by the 
board to go on with the project. The president was ordered to call in the subscriptions to 
the stock and as soon as possible, have the land surveyed, and make provisions for some 
necessary work to be performed in time for the next meeting in September. RE:GFR 

21 Aug 1877- Weavertown- Camp meeting at Riverside is to commence on the 23rd, 

under the supervision of Rev S McKean of Ft Edward, presiding elder of the Cambridge 
district. A large meeting is expected. Extensive preparations have been going on for 

~.?°:1~ time ?n ~~e ,&!o~~-~-~,{~~-t~e-~?~v~nience ~?.95.~.!!!fort of those at~ending. l'"~~':'.Jtf 
~ II, j-~--- ~rl~--- ?' 
"' , , ... , ........ ,. ··"·····"'··,, ...... , .. , . ... .. . . .. ... Rl,1-,,,, un rstandmg exists among the people 

in this vicinity, and perhaps outside, which might be of considerable injury to the 
meeting. It has been reported that the managers were intending to charge rental for lots 
to be used for tents as high as $25. We are authorized to say by the committee that such 
is not the case. It is expected that those occupying the grounds will pay a small sum 
towards defraying some of the incidental expenses of the meeting, but no stated sum has 
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been fixed for use of the grounds. The grounds were purchased by the fourteen 
individuals and the expense of buildings and all others so far have been met by these 
same fourteen individuals, without any prospect of return of outlay. Certainly those who 
attend the meeting ought to be willing to help pay the expense of running it. RE:GFR 

21 Aug 1877- Weavertown- Mr Jordan R Waddell and Fred Wayward are to be 
proprietors of the boarding house at the Riverside camp meeting this year. RE:GFR 

25 June 1878- The annual campmeeting at Riverside begins this year on Thursday, 
August 22nd and continues nine days. The Adirondack Railroad managers have agreed to 
carry passengers at half fare; board and lodging at moderate rates will be furnished on the 
grounds, which will be much improved before the meeting commences. The last day will 
be devoted to gospel temperance. RE:GFR 

3 Sept 1878- Chester- The Riverside Camp meeting closed on Friday last. It was a 
success. At one time doubts were entertained as to is ultimate success, but we visited it 
one day and found the usual amount of praying, exhorting, shouting, and we regret to say, 
rum selling, card playing and horse trading. The one thing lacking was supplied 
Wednesday when complaint was made by an officer of the association and four men and 
one woman were arrested for disorderly and indecent conduct. A trial was begun. near the 
grounds at the close of the service, and at present writing there is some doubt as to which 
will draw the greater crowd, the camp meeting or the trial. At any rate, the success of the 
meeting has become an assured fact and the brethren have every reason to congratulate 
themselves on the happy pleasant closing scenes. RE:GFR 

2 Sept 1879- Chester- The Riverside Camp meeting concluded on Friday morning. There 
was the usual amount of preaching, praying and singing, rowdyism and rum drinking. 
Sunday it is estimated that there were 4,000 people on the grounds. RE:GFR 

4 Sept 1881-Chester- Riverside Campmeeting finished Friday morning. The 
attendance has been smaller than usual, doubtless owing to the small-pox scare. RE:GFR 

12 Sept 1882- Riverside Notes- The Riverside camp meeting closed on Thursday night at 
eleven o'clock. The collections were not as large as common but considering all things, 
the c~p _meeting ':as a success spiritually and financially. O Weaver sold 583 camp 
meetmg tickets, bemg the largest number ever sold at this (?)depot. Noted ministers were 
Rev Eaton, Stevens, Durfee, Wolford, Edwards and McLaughlin. Mrs Dr. Aldrich of 
Stony Creek presided over the organ. RE:GFR 

1883- 4 Sept-Pottersville- Riverside campmeeting closed Friday. We learn it was not so 
well attended as formerly, perhaps on account of the dust. RE:GFR 

1_883-4 Sept-Ch~ster- _Campmeeting closed at Riverside on Friday. It was a dirty, dusty 
time, but otherwise enJoyable, is the report. RE:GFR 

1884-22 July- We are requested by the executive committee, consisting of Mr Holie 
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Russell of this place (Glens Falls), James Eldridge of Johnsburgh and John Lavery of 
Olmstedville to state that the annual campmeeting of the Cambridge and Saratoga 
districts will be held at Riverside commencing Thursday, Aug 28 and closing Sept 5, the 
meeting to be in charge of Rev Homer Eaton, presiding elder of the district. RE:GFR 

CAMPGROUND - Information from the Warrensburg News & North Creek News 

Sept 1890- The Warrensburgh News reported a successful camp meeting at Riverside 
with from 1,500 to 2,000 in attendance for some eight days. The D&H Canal Co. 
railroad ran special trains on the Adirondack branch to accommodate those who wished 
to attend. Rev D W Gates was in charge with many other ministers and laymen 
preaching also ie. Rev Moses Osteyee of Tribes Hill, N.Y., Rev Willard Langdon of 
Redford, H S Rowe of Schuyleville, Rev CL Hall of Johnsburg, Rev W May of 
Mayfield, Rev EC Pettit of Chester, M S Snow of Portersville, John B Armstrong, Rev 
Joel Hall of Johnsburg, Rev Eaton of Warrensburgh, Rev John Grimshaw of North Creek, 
Rev Nash of Lake George, Rev Joseph Zwiefel of Ballston and Rev H Hancox of Wilton. 

1894, 15 Mar-Fred Millington has bought a cottage on the camp meeting ground and 
moved into it. 

1894, 14 June-Milo Knapp has bought the Carpenter lot, adjoining the camp ground, 
from Albert Carpenter of Chestertown, and is lumbering it. A Mr. Davis from No. 11 has 
the job. It will spoil the looks of the camp ground if the mountain overlooking it is 
despoiled of its trees 

1894,26 July- Several families from Saratoga and other places are and have been for the 
past weeks, rusticating on the camp ground here. They find it a very quiet and restful 
retreat from the noise and turmoil of village and city life, and also very beneficial to their 
health. School Commissioner Hall of Saratoga is at his father's cottage. His brother, Rev 
Charles Hall is coming next week for a rest and will preach Sunday Aug 5. The Rev Mr. 
Mead of Chestertown has preached here for the past few Sundays. 

1894, 16 Aug- The Riverside Camp Meeting begins today and continues for eight days. 

1894, 16 Aug- A Sunday train will be run on the Adirondack railroad to the Riverside 
Camp Meeting. Fare will be sixty cents, round trip, from Warrensburg. 

1895, 24 Jan- Milo Knapp of Chestertown is loading pulp logs in cars at this place with 
pulp taken from the lot adjacent to the campground 

1895, 13 June- The railroad company expects to run excursions to this vicinity and 
campground during the summer. 
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1895, 13 June- Fred Millington caught from the river below the campground eight trout 
that weighed thirteen pounds and two ounces. Six of them weighed nine pounds and one 

measured eighteen and a half inches. 

1895, 4 July-The Chestertown Sunday school has invited the Sunday schools in 
surrounding communities to join them in a Fourth of July picnic on the campground. 

1895, ~ Aug-Campground m~etin?- M_essrs. Mo~ten, Lav;5/4«~~jJ~~J:~~;,]gr-.J;JJWam held 
a meetmg last Saturday at which trme 1t was decided to f.1:1.r~~I~ ·,;,,, ': ,~Mand 
make improvements. The corporation has lost money every year trying to please and 

~CCOIJ1!ll_Odat~ the y,ubli_c. ~h-~x -~~Y-~-~ade many improvements including a:,, ,,✓• •• ; 
~,_,B,;lf-t 1~:/':~fj:f~ There is no quieter or pleasant place for people 
to enjoy themselves both spiritually and temporally and all for the small sum of ten cents 
entrance fee which is little enough. 

1895, 29 Aug- The fence around the campground, with a neat office at the entrance, has 
been completed. The people here hope the new plan will be a success. 

1895, 5 Sept- The campmeeting this year has been the most orderly and quietest held here 
in a number of years. There was no carousing, horse trading or other versions which 
have been disagreeable features in the past. From the day of opening to Tuesday noon 
2,005 tickets were taken at the gate, including 400 railroad coupon tickets. 

1896, 3 Sept- J T Early of Corinth has bought the John Hodgeson cottage on the 
campground and has remodeled it into a very handsome and modem cottage. 

1896, 3 Sept- James Eldridge and John Lavery arrived at the campground Monday to 
prepare for the annual camp meeting which begins tomorrow. 

1896, 17 Sept- The camp meeting was not as well attended as in former years. Sunday 
there were 330 railroad tickets received and 458 tickets sold at the gate. The number sold 
throughout the week was 2,017. 

1897, 2 Aug- The campground committee have made no repairs on the grounds. In the 
meantime the walk from the bridge to the grounds is where the ice and high water left it 
last spring. 

1897, 19 Aug- Camp meeting began here Tuesday with a rainy day. Quite a number of 
the cottages are occupied. The entrance fee to the grounds is only ten cents during the 
whole meeting and the price for meals is reasonable. People who came on the railroad 
are admitted to the grounds free. 

1898, 8 Sept- The Riverside Camp Meeting excursion to Burlington Friday was a great 
success. One hundred and forty three tickets were sold at the Riverside station. 

1898, 8 Sept- Quite extensive improvements have been made on the camp meeting 
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ground lately. Joel Townsend of Stony Creek has built a new cottage and Dr CJ 
Logans, of Warrensburg and several others have improved their buildings. Rev Edgar 
Brown of Gloversville, will come to the campground to oversee the erection of a 
substantial cottage which will be suitable for use at any season of the year. According to 
reports there will be Bi!B~· · ,.,,_,.,,.,.,m,~ ~---,,~-~-~ before the next camp meeting. 

20 Oct 1898- Fred Millington had the foundation laid and timbers hewn for the Rev 
Edgar Brown's cottage on the campground. 

1898, 15 Dec- It is reported that the Stanley brothers have bought the Knapp lot, 
comprising of 300 acres, adjoining the campground for price of some $1,000. 

20 July 1899-The Rev L Bard of Johnsburg Comers will preach on the Campground next 
Sunday. He is the new pastor of the ME Church in Johns burgh. 

27 July 1899- John Lavery, James Eldridge, and Philip Mosten, executive committee of 
the Riverside Campground association, met on the campground Saturday to transact 
business pertaining to the coming campmeeting. 

24 Aug 1899-Officers of the Campmeeting association are putting the boarding house 
and other buildings on their grounds in order for the camp meeting. 

24 Aug 1899- Dr Hagar and H McLean, of Gloversville, have joined their families on the 
campground. 

19 July 1900- Rev L Bard preached a very instructive sermon Sunday on the 
Campground. 

19 July 1900-Dr G H Aldrich has made quite a number of improvements to his cottage 
since he came up this summer. 

26 July 1900- The transient population on the campground numbers forty-four and they 
are daily growing. There are more expected. 

26 July 1900-Dr John Hagar and family arrived here Friday from Gloversville and are 
occupying the preacher's cottage. 

26 July 1900-If you go according to the names there is quite a menagerie on the 
campground, for there are Camels (Campbells), Lions (Lyons) and Tigers (Tigars). But 
they make up quite a sociable company. 

16 August 1900- Several of the cottages on the campground leak badly when it rains; in 
fact the water fairly pours through the roofs. They ought to be shingled. 

23 May 1901- Dr Hagar, of Gloversville, who rusticated on the campground last summer 
is building a new cottage. 
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1 Aug 1901-The summer colony on the campground is composed of families from every 
section of the state and all of its members agree that a pleasanter place either for rest or 
recreation could.not easily be found. The magnificent trees of the grove form an almost 
perfect roof and act as a protection from the burning rays of old Sol, but still allow a 
delightful breeze to circulate, so no matter how warm and ruffled it is without the pale of 
a board fence, it is always cool and serene within. It is a five minute walk from the 
station to the grove and but a few minutes stroll from the later place to some of the wild 
and picturesque spots in the mountains, wherein the deer feed without thought of hunters 
and the trout sport unmolested in the shadowy pools. Those who believe there is pleasure 
in the pathless woods will surely find it here. "Kozy Kottage" is occupied by Professor 
and Mrs. Smith of North Creek. 

26 Aug 1901-W R Miles, of Stony Creek, sold his cottage on the campground to Rev I N 
VanValkenburgh of Gloversville. Mrs. Jenks also sold her cottage to Miss Mary Farrar 
of Albany. 

29 May 1902-The managers of the Riverside Campground association met on the 
campground one day last week to make arrangements for repairs on the grounds. 
Another meeting will be held soon. 

26 June 1902-Three newly married couples are presently enjoying a quiet honeymoon on 
the campground- Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bump, Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah McCarthy and Rev 
and Mrs. G W Hartin. 

4 Sept 1902- Charles Fish, the gentlemanly gatekeeper of former years on the 
campground, held his old position this year and the public appreciated his kindness by 
presenting him with a beautiful bouquet of flowers. 

Sunday was a very quiet day on the campground and vicinity under the new 
management of Messrs. A E Hall, Embury Mosten and the other gentleman associated 
with them. 

6 July 1905- at Riverside will be held this year 
August 18 to 29 inclusive. Ai~ ii has been laid from the railroad station to 

the grounds, a distance of about half a mile, the boarding house has been equipped with 
spring beds, several of the cottages have been painted and there has been a general 
cleaning up which has made the beautiful little park more inviting than ever. 

23 July 1905- Riverside camp meeting is scheduled for August 18-29 with a full 
program of activities. Rev W H Hughes will be in charge of the Friday evening 

program. 

17 Aug 1905- Annual Season of Services on the Campground- The D&H railroad will 
sell round trip tickets to the meeting good for the entire meeting, from Albany, Troy, 
Lake George and all intermediate stations, all at greatly reduced rates. All persons south 
of the station will receive coupons admitting them to the grounds. Tickets from North 
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Creek will be good on regular trains and admission to the grounds. Good board and 
lodging will be furnished by the association for $1 per day and horses will be kept at a 
reasonable rate. The Riverside Grove Association, which was incorporated during 
the past year, is composed of James C Eldridge of North Creek, president; Embry 
Mosten of Wevertown, vice president; Thomas Knell of Saratoga, secretary; A Edison 
Hall of Saratoga, treasurer; Charles E Lavery of Warrensburgh, John Lavery of 
Olmstedville, Hollis Loveland of Riparius. 

24 May 1906- Riverside Grove Association annual meeting will be held on the 
can1pground at Riverside August 23 to Sept 4. Repairs on the property were ordered and 
it was unanimously voted that the ~~l'*-t4.til conducted in connection with the ~~'»:,:,:,.,!~~❖)»»!-»-"':-. 

boardin house should not be o en on Sunda . It was also re orted to the association that 
~-· 

. . ~ . 
miles ( one half mile) below the grounds of the association. 

19 July 1906- The Riverside Campmeeting in charge of the Rev Fred L Decker 
presiding elder of the Saratoga district, Troy Conference, will be held from Aug 23 to 
Sept 4, inclusive. The D&H will sell round trip tickets to the meeting good from Aug 23 
to Sept 4. A special excursion has been arranged for Epworth League day, Thursday Aug 
30. 

11 July 1907- The cottages on the campground are filling with their usual summer 
occupants. 

29 Aug 1907 - Big Crowds at Riverside Campmeeting- The annual campmeeting under 
the auspices of the Saratoga District of the Troy Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church opened Friday and will continue until Sept 3. The crowd last Sunday was 
estimated to be roughly 3,000. 

30 July 1908- The Saratoga district camp meeting will open at Riverside grove Thursday 
August 20 with a service of prayer and praise. The president of the grove association is E 
W Mosten of Wevertown. Reduced rates are given by the D&H railroad during the 
meeting. 

6 May 1909- Rev and Mrs. Cassius Miller of Indian Lake are spending a few days on 
the campground with their mother, Mrs. Augusta Taylor 

15 July 1909- Methodists of Saratoga District to Meet at Riverside- The annual camp 
meeting will take place from August 18 to August 28. Rev CL Hall of Johnsburgh and 
Rev A D Angel of Gloversville will be among the speakers. 

26 Aug 1909- CUPID AT RIVERSIDE CAMPMEETING- Isaac Andrews and Rebecca 
Dalaba of Bakers Mills, were married on the closing day of the Riverside campmeeting 
by Rev CL Hall. Over 1,400 people had attended the carnpmeeting during the previous 
ten days. 
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2 Dec 1909- Rev and Mrs. Van Valkenburg and Irving spent the Thanksgiving holiday 
at their cottage near this place. ( on the campground) 

21 April 1910-Mr. Clingman, of Whitehall, has accepted the position of station auent at 
this place and has moved his family on to the campground. t, 

19 May 1909- A Edison Hall of Poughkeepsie has been spending a few days in town 
supervising the building of a fireplace in his cottage on the campground. 

30 June 1910- Fred Millington has finished building a cottage at Brovanna for Rev Eaton 

28 July 1910- Plans for the annual Riverside camp meeting have been announced with 
meeting from August 17 to 25th. The usual low fares will be given by the D&H railroad 
to the only camp meeting in New York State within the limits of the Troy conference. 
Rev FL Decker, district superintendent will be in charge. Embury Mosten of 
Wevertown is president of the Riverside Grove Association and A Edison Hall is 
treasurer. The associations annual camp meeting is a spiritually profitable and 
pleasurable event. 

11 Aug 1910- Special rates on the D&H radroad to the Riverside camp meeting will be 
thirty cents for round trip to North Creek and seventy-five cents round trip to 
Warrensburg. Tickets will be valid on trains number 401 and 450. 

3 Sept 1911- An ice cream social was held in the boarding house on the can1pground at 
which time $13 was raised. 

25 July 1912- The Riverside Camp Meeting is scheduled for August 14th to last one 
week. The D&H railroad will give reduced fares to Riverside for the meeting. 
Admission to the grounds will be fifteen cents, board and lodging is furnished on the 
grounds for $7 per week or $1.50 per day. 

30 Jan 1913-The Junior Epworth League of the Methodist Episcopal church gave a sheet 
and pillowcase party at the residence of Sidney O'Neil Friday night. The treasury was 
enriched by $12.25. 

17 April 1913- The "do ins" at Riverside Saturday night passed off pleasantly and 
successfully. The receipts were $71.00, quite a snug sum. The play "School Days in 
Hickory Hollow" was presented in the boarding house on the campground with people 
attending from Chestertown and Wevertown. The players included children and adults of 
this place. Al Mundy, who was as schoolmaster at Hickory Hollow, was so disguised 
with blackening and whiskers that his wife would not own him. Mrs. Jordan was the gay 
young widow. Refreshments were served. The ladies of Riverside are noted for the 
quality as well as the quantity of food they serve. 

1 July 1913- Fourteen of the cottages on the campground are now occupied and several 
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families are expected this week. 

7 Aug 1913- The second annual church Workers conference of the Saratoga Albany 
districts of the Troy conference began Monday on the campground. This will be 
followed on August 10 by the annual camp meeting of the Methodist church. 

8 June 1914- Mr. and Mrs. Edison Hall, Mrs.EA Phillips, Mrs. Hammond, Truman 
Armstrong and family, and Mr. and Mrs. Jordan are domiciled on the campground. 

18 June 1914- Mr. and Mrs. Edison Hall, Mrs. EA Phillips, Mrs. Hammond, Truman 
Armstrong and family, and Mr. and Mrs. Jordan are domiciled on the campground. 

30 July 1914- Annual gathering of Christian Workers to be followed by campmeeting at 
the Riverside Grove Association Monday through Saturday. Annual campmeeting will 
be Aug 9 through 17. The D&H railroad will run excursion trains from Warrensburg and 
North creek on Sunday. The boarding house on the grounds will be conducted by the 
association and the usual reasonable prices will prevail. 

13 Aug 1914 A party of forty from the campground cottages enjoyed a trip to Schroon 
Lake Saturday afternoon on T J Smith's auto truck. 

29 July 1915- Noted speakers at Riverside camp ground next week with Camp Meeting 
the following week, Aug 8 to 15 .. There will be the morning watch mission, teacher 
training, Sunday school institute, Epworth League Institute and Junior league institute. 
Rev Charles M Sturgess will represent the Albany district. Special trains will run on the 
D&H railroad and accommodations available by the Grove association. 

23 Dec 1915- H L Raymond recently moved from the campground to the apartment over 
the post office. 

27 July 1916-The annual camp meeting and Riverside Church Workers conference will 
be held on the campground between 1 Aug and 13 Aug. 

9 Aug 1917- August 12 will be big day at the Riverside Grove with excursion train on 
the D&H railroad. Church Workers conference and annual camp meeting is taking place 
on the campground. There are abut 300 people registered with many more expected for 
the closing Sunday activities. 

25 July 1918- Annual gathering on the Riverside campground to be Aug 3 through 12. 
The normal activities will be carried out with the service of the final day being led by 
Rev CM Sturgess. Admission to the ground for the week will be fifteen cents, 
registration will be $1.00, room and board will be $1.3 5 per day for six days or $1.50 for 
single days. 

7 Aug 1919- Large crowds in daily attendance at the Riverside Institute. 
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11 Mar 1920- Marshall Fish filled the icehouse on the campground and Brovanna 

14 July 1920- Riverside bridge half done. The contracting firm of Lupfer and Remick of 
Buffalo has completed the construction of about one half of the new bridge across the 
Hudson River at Riverside. It is expected the bridge will be completed next month or 
early in September. RE: Post Star 

15 July 1920- Riverside Campmeeting July 31. The annual session of the Riverside 
Institute will be held at Riverside in the Adirondacks, beginning Saturday July 31st and 
ending Monday, August 7th

. On the mornings of the weekdays there will be fifty-minute 
classes in religious study, Bible study, Epworth league methods for seniors and juniors; 
Sunday school teaching, evangelical work, etc. The afternoons will be devoted to 
recreation and rest for which the woods and fields, the mountains and valleys, the lakes 
and rivers offer unusual opportunities. The Riverside Institute is affiliated with the 
Central office of the Epworth League and is one of eight institutes conducted under its 
supervision. The grounds, dormitories, boarding house and tabernacle of the Riverside 
Grove Association are used by the Institute. Rev AD Angel is among the many 
ministers leading the Institute activities. RE: Post Star 

7 July 1921-Tenth session of the Riverside Institute for the Epworth League will open 
July 30 and close Aug 8. The meetings will be held at the Riverside Grove one of the 
most delightful spots in this section. There are many cottages on the grounds and a 

boarding house is conducted for the accommodation of those attending. The program 
includes morning watch, Bible study, mission study, Epworth league methods, Junior 

league and Sunday school, life work and stewardship. The Rev AD Angell of 
Schenectady is president. 

11 Aug 1921 Riverside Institute becomes one of the largest and best of the Methodist 
denomination. Ten-day session, which was closed Monday, was marked by the best 
attendance and great enthusiasm. There were 341 young people registered and record 
breaking crowds attended the Sunday services. Nine hundred dollars was raised toward 
expenses of next year. The Institute has now become art owner of the m-ounds b 

urchase of stock. A new olic has been ado ted · -~ ~ ~ ~ 
" . It was determined to hold this 

strictly to the purpose of the founders. 

6 Oct 1921 Mr. and Mrs. Norris Bull, who have recently been married, have been 
spending a few days at their cottage at the Riverside Grove. Mrs. Bull was formerly 

Miss Helen Hall, a favorite of this place. 

27 July 1922- Riverside Institute will meet at the Riverside Grove Association, 
campground, July 29 through Aug 7. Since 1910 the Riverside Institute has been held in 
this natural temple formed by scores of stately trees, gracefully arched above a spacious 
tabernacle. The structure, together with the cottages, recreation grounds and camps are 
property of the Riverside Grove Association of which Embry Masten is president and A 
Edison Hall treasurer. 
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10 Aug 1922 The most successful session of the Riverside Institute and camp meeting 
came to a close Monday morning with a prayer service. More than 400 paid registrants 
were enrolled and every class was crowded. Last Sunday, in spite of storms, 1,500 
persons were present and there were 250 automobiles by actual count, parked inside the 
gate. The Riverside Association, which owns and controls the grounds, has made many 
improvements, notably a 1.., . }~811~-They are planning for better things next 
year. The nearby communities were largely represented at all meetings, parties making 
the trip by auto and by horse and wagon. 

26 J ~~"t&~~-, .. '~~"..~l*"'W~'-;,."~~ · 
uly 1923 ~~~~'L .:_L!~l.f.Jifi of Riverside campground gatherings to 

take place Aug 5. Fifty years ago Rev Aaron Hall, who was pastor of the Johnsburg 
church, opened the camp for religious services. Camp meeting at Riverside is a big 
event of the year in this section of the Adirondacks and scores of parties gather from all 
directions. It is a time for devotion and incidentally, to meet many former acquaintances 
and renew the memories of years in the past. 

28 July 1923 The campground is rapidly filling with it's annual crowd of summer 
vacationers. 

9 Aug 1923 Riverside Epworth League Institute and camp meeting closed Monday 
after one of the most successful years in the history of the association. Every day some 
300 young people were in study groups. Fifty people were in attendance who had been a 
the first meetings in 1873. Some of the former clergymen preached the services 
reminiscing about the years gone by. 

July, 1924- The annual Epworth League and Camp Meeting is now in session on the 
Riverside Campground, RE: NC News July 31, 1924 

18 Sept 1924 Riverside grove visited by fire Monday evening. Fourteen cottages, and 
a number of shade trees destroyed. The cause of the fire is unknown however it is said to 
have started in the cottage of Mr. Moon, who had visited the cottage on Sunday but had 
not had any fire in the building. It is believed, according to reports, that someone had 
broken into the cottage, and was evidently in bed and smoking. The sparks from the 
cigarette, cigar or pipe setting the bed clothing afire. George Gamby, who with his family 
was occupying the Straight cottage, and Thomas Knell, another cottage occupant 
discovered the fire. It was about nine o'clock when they heard a man coughing and 
choking and upon investigation found a bed in the Moon cottage afire. Help was 
summoned in addition to the many volunteers. The North Creek and Chester fire 
departments responded as did Mr. Cunningham, the forest ranger, who had a gasoline 
engine water pump. This was hooked up to the river to pump water. However the 
cottages, being very close together, made it difficult to fight the fire. A cottage in the 
path of the fire was tipped over, and this undoubtedly did much in saving the bungalows 
on the other side of the grove. The west side along the river shore, was the destroyed 
portion. 
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One cottage on the west shore of the river was left standing and that belonged to Mr. 
Cook. The cottages destroyed belonged to: Mr. D E Pasco, Percy Moon, Mrs.CH 
Putnam, Henry Philips, Mrs. Edward Thompson, the Rev I W Barker, the Rev AD 
Angell, Miss Carrie Nichols and the Rev L R Randall, T R Kniel, Mrs. D S Brooks, two 
cottages owned by the association and a preacher's cottage. 

The buildings used by the Troy conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
boarding house and kitchen and tabernacle, were untouched by the flames and 
it is not believed the fire will affect the holding of their meetings in the future. 

9 Oct 1924 Members of the Riverside Grove Association and of the Epworth League 
Institute met in Albany in the Albany street Methodist church, Saturday, determined that 
the fire would not daunt their future efforts, Epworth League Institute will continue to 
work at Riverside. It is now the plan to arrange for a classroom on the river bank in the 
place of one of the destroyed cottages, provide new and improved sanitary conveniences 
and small trees will be planted to restore as far as possible the beauty of the place. The 
date of the next institute has been set for July 25 to Aug 3, 1925. The Rev Leon Randall 
was appointed secretary, Rev CJ Miller, the dean and Rev John Thompson the registrar 
for the purpose of organizing activities for the coming year. 

16 July 1925 Epworth League Institute on the Riverside campground will meet July 25 
to Aug 3 with a fine slate of speakers and activities. This is the seventh annual meeting 
of the institute at Riverside 

8 July 1926 Riverside camp meeting grounds are now owned by the Epworth League 
Institute which will be in session from July 24 to Aug 7. It will be the first time the 
league has met on its own property, title to the large and beautiful tract having passed to 
the organization during the last year. Dean is Rev CJ Miller, secretary-Rev LB 
Randall, life work secretary- Rev T M Bishop, registrar- Rev T M Thompson, manager 
Rev Louis E Barker, dean of women- Mrs.CJ Miller. 

14 July 1927 Annual Epworth League Institute to meet at the Riverside campground for 
two weeks beginning 23 July. Rev A D Angell, superintendent of the Plattsburgh 
district, will deliver the afternoon sermon. Rev Alan F Bain is secretary, Rev Leon B 
Randall is the registrar, Rev Thomas Bishop is the life work secretary and the Rev Louis 
Barker is the manager. 

21 July 1927- Riverside CampMeeting July 23-31. A vacation with a purpose. 
Riverside Young Peoples Conference with services and instruction led by Rev B Cook, 
WC Taylor, G C Cornell, FF Adams, CC Douglas, FL Decker and others. RE: NC 
News 

12 July 1928 The" Wayfarers", a group of seminary students from Ohio Wesleyn and 
Boston and Syracuse colleges, will participate in the annual Epworth League Institute on 
the Riverside campground from July 28 to Aug 5. 
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1 0 t 19_8 Two hundred and thirty persons, one hundred and ninety six of whom were 
·oung people gathered on the Riverside Campgrounds Friday for the annual Columbus 

day rally and bu iness meeting of the Hudson Valley division of the Epworth League. 
Under the leadership of Re Alan F Bain, some of the men formed a stump-pulling bee 
and all seemed to enjoy the hardwork. 

8 August 1929Dr AD Angell chosen as president of the Riverside Institute for 1930. 

15 May 1930 Rev AD Angell, long time summer resident of the campground and 
official of the Methodist church for many years, died recently. Rev Angell was 
Superintendent of the Plattsburg District and Secretary of the Troy conference. He was 
pastor in a number of churches one of which was North Creek in 1898-1901. He was a 
leader among the campground religious programs and association. 

17 July 1930- The Epworth league institute will meet on the campground July 26 
through Aug 3. The speakers will be Rev John Thompson, Harry Titus, Alan Bain, Ruth 
and Anna Douglas, William Powers, etc .. RE: NC News 

6 Aug 1931 Rev A F Bain elected to Office by the Epworth League Institute in 
Riverside. 

17 Sept 1931- Rev Ralph Curtis to take charge of the Pottersville, Riveside, Olmsted ville 
Methodist churches. 

12 May 1932 George VanGuilder was employed raking leaves and brush from the 
campground in preparation for the arrival of the cottage owners. 

23 June 1932 The Conference of Pastors will convene at the Riverside Campground July 
25-29. The confrence is supported by the Board of Home Missioners of the Methodist 
Episcopal church 

21 July 1932 Annual Epworth League Institute will begin at the Riverside Campground 
on July 30. This will be the twenty first annual session of the Institute. Rev Alan F Bain, 
pastor of the Warrens burgh Methodist church will be dean of the Institute. The special 
Sunday programs are of unusual merit and will prove inviting to residents of the 
surrounding communities who annually look forward to the"campmeetings". 

4 Aug 1932 Institute to close Sunday with two big meetings. There will be 
dedication of the new flag and flag pole. Rev L E Barker will be accepting the flag and 
Scoutmaster Arthur V anAlstyne will lead the Boy Scouts in making the presentation. 

11 Aug 1932 Rev Alan F Bain has been reelected dean of the Epworth League Institute 
for next year. Rev L E Barker was reelected president. The board of directors was also 
elected. 

8 Sept 1932- Chestertown-Falling from his boat while fishing in the Hudson River last 
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Thursday, Prof. B H Brown, who has been spending some time at Riverside, was rescued 
by Dorothy Sturgess, a Red Cross life saver. Prof. Brown was fishing when his boat 
loosened from its anchor and was drifting toward the rapids. He was thrown out and his 
call for help heard by Miss Sturgess 

22 Sept 1932 The Rev Milo Barnard and Rev William Barnett were in town Saturday on 
business, having purchased a cottage at Riverside of the Epworth League association. 

4 May 1933 Warrensburg- The Rev Alan F Bain, minister at the Methodist Church has 
been transferred to East Greenbush after serving here for six years. His replacement will 
be Rev W M Burnett from Crown Point. 
11 May 193 3 Elsie V anderwerker and Miss Margaret Pitkin sang a duet, accompanied 
by Mrs. Walter Freebern, at the Methodist Church Sunday. We are glad to welcome our 
pastor, the Rev Ralph Curtis, back again for another year. 

3 Aug 1933 The twenty second annual Riverside Institute opened with a large 
enrollment of young people. The delegates arrived Saturday, registered and were given 
class assignments by Rev Bain. Recreation every afternoon is in charge of the Rev Ralph 
Curtis, of Pottersville. The youngsters will have a full ten days of enjoyment. 

7 Dec 1933- Barbara Miller weds Rev Ralph Curtis in Troy. The bride's father, Cassius 
Miller is Superintendent of the Troy district of the Troy Methodist Conference. The 

Millers have a cottage on the campground and are well known in the area. RE: NC News 

10 May 1934 The following were on the campground-Rev Louis Barker, Rev Ida 
Van Valkenburgh, Mrs. Leon Randall and C L Russel. 

30 Aug 1934 Rev Wersen, of the campground, baptized Donald Vanderwerker, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vanderwerker 
Rev Ralph Curtiss baptized the young daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Freebern. 

27 Sept 1934- The young people of the upper Hudson areas will meet for the first session 
of the fall Institute Monday evening at the Riveside Campgrounds, where supper at six 
will open the meeting. An intensive campaign of evangelism will be launched Sunday 
evening and extend for a month, meeting for one week each in Riverside, Pottersville, 
Olmstedville and Igerna. RE: NC News 

25 July 1935 The Epworth League Institute begins at the campground on July 27 

14 May 1936 Rev Allen F Bain and family arrived on the campground for the weekend. 
Mrs. Bain remained for a longer stay. 

17 June 1936- Progress is being made in extending electricity throughout the region with 
lines being constructed from Johnsburg to Sodom, North Creek to Pleasant Valley, 
Riverside- an extension is being made to the Riverside Institute, the Methodist Summer 

school in the town of Chester. This will supply about nineteen camps. ( could this have 
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registered from the Methodist churches of the Troy Conference. 

9 July 1942 A number of people are occupying their cottages on the campground-Mr. 
and Mrs. Ward Foskett, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Bishop, Rev and Mrs. Thomas Bishop, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Shultis, Miss Arvella Barker, Mrs. Edna Howard, Mrs. George Russ, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lathrop, Mr. and Mrs. Randall and Miss Grace McKnight, Mr. and 

Mrs. Wersen, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rudebush, Rev and Mrs. Milo Barnard. 

4 Sept 1946- Rev Landmesser was speaker Sunday in the Tabernacle on the 
campground Sunday RE: NC News 

Angell.20 Nov 1946- Mrs AD Angell who spent the summer in her cottage on the 
campground, has returned home with her son, Irving. RE: NC News 

23 April 194 7-The Rev and Mrs C M Sturgess of the Campground attended the annual 
Troy conference in Saratoga Springs last week. RE: NC News 

14 May 194 7 - Mrs Jesse Lawrence, who spent the winter in Amsterdam has returned 
her home on the campground RE: NC News 

28 May 194 7- Mrs Allen Bain and her daughter, Barbara spent the weekend at their 
cottage on the campground. RE: NC News 

28 May 1947 Mrs Radcliff Taylor Sr., of Cohoes were here Sunday at their cottage. 
RE: NC News 

4 June 1947- The following are at their cottages on the campground: Mr and Mrs Otto 
Boles, Mr and Mrs Landmesser and children, Mr and Mrs Benjamin Wassell and 
daughter, Mr and Mrs George Russ, Miss Esther Hagar, Mr and Mrs Irving Southworth, 
Ned Nichols, Mr and Mrs Radcliff Taylor Sr and Jr., Mr and Mrs Redfern, and Mr and 
Mrs George Appleby. RE: NC News 

25 June 1947- Miss Grace McKnight has arrived at her cottage, "The Doll Cottage", on 
the campground. RE: NC News 

25 June 1947 The following are on the campground for a few days: Mr and Mrs Milo 
Barnard, Mrs Clarke, Rev Leon B Randall, Rev and Mrs LE Barker, and the Rev Allen 
Bain. RE: NC News 

19 Nov 1947- Mr and Mrs Wesley Bishop and daughter Mary Lou spent a recent day at 
their cottage on the campground. RE: NC News 

7 July 1948 Mrs Dorothy Monazzi , who spent two weeks with her parents, Dr and 
Mrs Sturgess on the campground, has returned to her duties in New York. RE: NC News 

28 July 1948 The Intermediate Youth Institute is being held at Riverside Campground. 
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RE:NCNews 

17 Aug 1955- Riverside Institute is holding it's annual meeting with 86 young people 
registered. RE: NC News 

7 Oct 1959-The directors of the Riverside C~pground held their annual meeting at the 
Riverside church Saturday afternoon. RE: NC News 

15 Aug 1974 This season begins the second century of the Riverside Campground. 
Arrangements have been made to have notable speakers at the Sunday services held in 
the taben1acle. 
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