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- S IET YOUR LIFE SHOW THE LIGHT 5
nestehand they precelved he had seen a vision in the 54
‘ ’oemple. - Luke 1: 222 e R e
; 2 2% . S L

'~ How do you look when ‘yow leave church? It is = = =
| ' F  vyery interesting to watch people as they leave a Sun-
- . ¥ day morning service. Some are in-a hurry. They try -

- P s e

. to get out just as rapidly as possible. The roast i
. may be burning, or perhaps.a husband is burning be-

e - cause his dinner is not ready. Some are occupied - e

' -';‘:7'53' with their families, - The ehildren are tired, there =

% ,jf' are coats that are not httoned and scarfs that are e

flying in the wind, Some are talking, laughing, wav- ;;:_:%_3
ing to their friends, Some are worrled - they braughbﬁ -
worrdes 10 church and now they are ‘taking the same a
‘- worries home again, Some look a little angry. A i‘ew
look sad, But by and large, , a group of people: coming =~

i)

f
)
g S

"'::; ftmt of a.church look exactly like a group of people *-::
ccmng out of any other k:l_nd i‘ a meetlng. e e
% i 5 S = ST SRR R N
. e ' ', 1 - » - 18 ey e : i S e i T

S

7'1:? R I the first chapter of TLuke, t-;e hav_e a de_scr:gpﬁj
lOIZL of a man who looked dlfferent B e _and j;.hey'ﬁmﬂ
per :wed ‘he had seen ‘a vision ANz the temp]:e,ﬂ:_ﬁm_ r,ﬂ

- tried to talk to him, but he could not, or would r
answ'erp He walked as a man in a daze. This man W;'-:l
Ze char‘:t.ah ‘the father of John the Baptlst/* Priests __i_g"*

I'

“F‘ re at I‘.Lber’c.yH to live anywhere in Judea whé_n,_ tgal “""
S, _were not on du'by At the time of this fdstm:g ‘t-l_l_& ﬂ_,

iz

L B
ER i
i =

_w

‘\r—-'--l

B pr:.estsx were divided :mtoﬂ twenty—ﬁeurh dj_wigign_% e ,ﬂ. :
Each of.’ these Gil'?:}_.Sl.nS was. respensn.ble :foh Qeé?;i_.? Ol 275
empleﬂwors, p for- one “W&Qk a;F, annu:

= B thereﬂrweréh. manfy

L e

R_;'Lf%‘"‘ frp%r,i'emhg any .' gm-ﬂ

tl rship was ass;.g;ed;

;% cain |
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ed d:Lst:antlon of burning incense in the Holy Place.
ASS At a given signal, between the laying and the offer-
| ing of the lamb, Zachariah, barefooted and roked in

- SRE whlte, passes up the steps, accompanied by two as-
‘_:'_;i:-l sa.stants . one bearing a golden censer containing half
e a pound of the sweet-smelling incense, the other bear-
ing a golden vessel of burning coals taken from the
{, ~ altar. Slowly and reverently they pass within the
Holy Place, which none but Levites are permitted to
2 r’f enter; and having arranged the incense and spread the
-;'_T.‘_i ~live coals upon the altar, the assistants retire; leav-
~ ing Zachariah alone - alone in the dim light of the
,;:_ ~ geven-branched candlestick, alone beside the veil he
~  may not uplift and which B oo Prom his sight the Holy
- of Holies. Such is the place, and such the supreme
1 "“momen’o when Heaven breaks the silence of four hund- -
(Ebcposit.ors B:Lble TLuke" p, 22)

2 ,} Evelyn Underhlll the great writer on mystlclsm
Lsays—' M"form may smot.her spirit, ritual action take the °
o glape of spontaneous prayer, the outward and visible
ign obscure the inward grace," That had been happen~
’;ﬂ_g at this place for centuries. That continues to e
g Lhappen wherever we worship,
.'*‘,,gome people casually approach a service of worship,
5 1Ewen worse 1s the casual way some people prepare to =
5 &gd a service of worshl . 1t seems to me that it was
'--;e;'_;*f“'“lnlSﬂsuch casual way that Zachariah entered the sanc-

-t For it was here that God Spoke to him :Lt was

Lt £ t?hrs _li.‘f.‘e was changed | | | s # -~ but we hope that some day a3s pﬂoplﬁ go *1p .::.nd:dcmn }L’;"‘E'
“ - Lark Street they will be sble to see at a ‘glance t
| it is Trinity Methodist Church,
iof 3ts

ls:.gn, ’ohere was & suggnsilon -about the

1 _ "
‘.-‘f A, e

e

- _ﬂhef‘tﬁéerlfmn;g priest has ascended the greatf

-IIF.IH -r-": . qt‘:‘*- H‘:
*;

'i "d togetﬁerm the steps leading up to the Holy

Ll -'-t"'rr'_.i.-n.“—

o T t’ = @I‘e::*

-,."*1:——:# --.ﬂ-.‘:l' --t: _-'

tEl@t” t»he-« prjngeats were aceus

- : "sre been_ tsha.nka.ng §b9ut Jﬁhatu

It appalls me the way = =

other pries’os were in t.helr claces, i '1;

Sa ,n ‘*f’he Levites stanci ready with the:.r;_w_ 1
: = mtiﬂ@“‘* but Zacharlah does not. ap.. e

P
g HE *""ﬁ—,‘: I' .S

Ty,

1y

'..'..

Mre:- lesson; A &

_the way for tne

_ time it isa major p“o;;ect to discover what sort_of

= 3

displezse God and be killed, Tveryone is as restless
as a congregation.ﬂhich finds ‘the minister nas gomne
beyond the heour of closing. When Zacharian does ap-
pear ne-is peechle s snd so disturbed $hat he cannot
finish kis bervlce 'fini they perceived that he had
een 2 vision in the temple," Luke t2lls us that he
hzd learned that he was to be the father of a son wWio

culd make ready the way for the Messia After the
son was born, 74Phﬂw1an spoxe the words of our Seripte=- =
_east, these words are attributed to = =
him - the words of tie Benedictus which have Seccms =
one of the great hymas or chants of the church. . «- e
n3]lessed be ihe Lord God of Israel, for he has visilhed ==
and redeemed his people. . . and you, child, will“be . . ==
the prophet of the Mosi High, for you will go bef toret: ===

the Lord to prepare his ways, to give light to these ﬁ'
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of dec:th to = ==

guide our feet into the way of peace,”

Thus it was the task of thlf-‘- son-of the- man, Y
saw a vision as he worshipped, %o prepare thc way., =
He preached a message of repentance. - In this Siress ;J:
season we are called to repentance to prepare ageil. e ,r
coming of the Iessiah. When TN leﬂw—-“__,_ .
the cf.lu* TG toiay rour life must ehmr the h,gh — _,

B

r.;r

the néed for a s:t.gn on our church . ,ﬂ, tht.., preaelltr

church this is. h;

-+

it least, people know :_t is = chur

‘ e, —

We ought ’pq”ba"m
~In the course of the “dlscussm#ab@tﬁs

" ] J k. .
|._ - = - _'::" -_r - il -
e .,.p.#h e, T S -
' o "':.'-.-}'-."‘- TT'T :‘_:-' e - i -4
| Z L] ; iy

- Someone said, "Why not paint :Ltww;t.hf%’ me of
.‘*i‘ra-ﬂ“-_.-w;-.rn'_ﬁ-;_..;- - : .

new refle cting pa:l.nt then T-‘.'Q.”Bhd.ll not ha

u.fl.

- light it, we shall make use q_f the streeh*li

T e L
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B . ti% that. T have Loen thinking about the i il Wisda faate/y) Tievceh foose Wno Eoospl-BLASE o
- ,,;:, Sy h . | ] 1 ] ' ? Healing a
. symbolism it suggests. There are so many churches o3, woes? Who revives my falntlr_lg hearyv? 1]
Sym uge Y R e its hidden smart? Jesus Christ, the Crucified,

"' bha‘t smply reflect the light of their own time. o
’f"f\f_ ~ Such a sign would ke dark in itself., It would be RETE R e | :
hghted only by a passing auto or when the street | : In these days there are ceremonies when the
1lgh‘bs came on, 1 do not want to welabour this, but =  Christmas lights are turned on. The mayor, or some
. I simply want to stress that the light which the A other notable person, pushes the button. How wrong
Ichristlan shows is no‘b a reflectlon ef his culture. JEL S we are} No one turns on the Christmas lights but

& . God., The Christmas lights turned on by men are some-

’ ' ' | 15 times pretty, but never meautiful or lasting. ‘Sooner

z. . :_'f.lr- =

--.i s As a matter of fact, the light which we show is B
F & - or later they will be turned off. God alone is the ';_ |

i s
IJ.L .Irrl

Ly “~'~_ .

\
e ' ey ||I-_ . .. k

e Dquite dependent of our own time, It is an eternal S R : =
*f%ggh lnI Ence did some amateur ermg. My Wife want- ; :.ﬂ' .etema?. 1igh’b’ the light which llghte‘bh every 1B fe  i= .
.-;'”_';e*d "bell on the back door. She went out one day and LE Such light does not depend upon our moods, upon our
5 went to work 50 g:.ve her the beldi = L.did all-thécisis s 2= gblllty, even upon our worthlness, buot it does shine
erk went. out to the back door and tested it and was Gt oni our need. This morning, I am trying to say that' ;
?prond It. rang., She came home and I said, "Ge Sema fos Christians must first find this light and themn we =
f mﬁ 1:.9 the back door," She went pressed the but- R must. let our lives show this light, | ST
s Sntor 1 and it didn't r:mgl I said, "fhat iBegtrange; t sl 20 ' ' i
T " O’f»and laok " So I turned omn the cellar 1ighbe;) St T think there are three ways in which we can da
. dnvest i_"gated,f and fmmd that everything was all right, this. The first is in our response to human need. *
-.fzj'iééifled upstéirs, My it now," She did. Tt rang. S AT There are many people who simply cannot pass a beggar _-:
| _.. - 1 tﬁf-ned Lgut the lights, went upstairs andogald; Wi s o olon the street and yet are smgularly blind to real St
b T ~_ human need, A vast gulf separates the entmen‘bal

;_j;@]_df youhsq, "o - Just to prove it, I went out and ST S SRS
-~ quarter, which we give to salve eur conscience, from ’“"ff"’%ﬁ;’

ﬂj :eﬁ the bu'btqn again, It d:l.dn' t ring. TYou have oS

 guessec ﬁ,iﬁ . I had conmnected the bell in such a way -~~~ ' the life that is sensitive to the needs of persons'
e ‘""r'i'””:;}asé»ﬁééeséarjy to have the cellar lights on 11  sometimes persons we cannot see. I once knew a man ‘
%ﬁi‘}}_{ 18 It worked all right- ‘Someone would f‘_ ~ who was singularly touched by Dickens! Chrlstmas 3

we would turn on the cellar 1i ght.s N 1" Carol, He distributed copies of it fregly. Yet ¢ ha |
th’e* bu‘bton.l'! SO of’cen people de- o __ . man could see no connection bet.ween the sins Q‘fm_; o :
pend upon s« on "“’sn'iéff se coh@w 8 aurce. of power for = S Scrooge and his own hardnes: s-~ of heart du.r:.ng ths_ RErahs - -
‘their lives. The egsa'gq of Advent is ﬁhat ‘there is L e e eﬂ.eveﬁ months from December 31 to December 1. Al ;;.::-I * S
only one source of power and tha o is such vast need in our world today. Same of this
need cal?be met\by’ our gifts, but much of it needs

e =5 F‘ﬂ-- ﬂaw-n.fj‘-“'li._-.. :
be met by love and our cdncem.w Th;(s-fism one re:
thy your mi :
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e s SR = :
3 J_defﬁiy, '"':t.hia is only 2 s ymptom of something that | ; by the
ffg‘oes deep into the pelitical and social life of Albany, IFeeall 3 Christnas pageante HBbans BAvel
35 children's division of a church where I was the minist-

h:‘f " nov | “‘"‘*better way to let yowr life shew the light Fo -
1jknowofn0 andywrltl'lé .:J:: lebter to the Super ]g | er. It consisted of tableaux portraying the Natlm‘f_”y
Ese > < & e story. In one of thesec the shepherds were shown ou
s mOﬁstfuﬁi;fmﬂlgoiﬁiwo&gﬁ,., fipifiifish‘{’;iﬁpr | in the field. They were boys from the primary depart-
ﬁiq;g: an.d practlcrll pelitics, - Frankly, a letter to J ment, and made a lovely E:.cture. Except that _rzgt;?le in
_'ﬁf:fﬁ*ﬁ% persons for such a community need will do SR the mddle of the hymn, "While shepherds watche ir
: : k ‘ flocks by night," an argument developed between two

sa
A iy
J "-
By e

“the prﬂw‘r ;
“fl*'-“'a. T ra L'y . r
g'bod then all the P i ever sendy '®  shepherds and eventually all were involved and the 1

"i

-'

re*;

ave psed this one issue as an lllustration. You :

g Ew | : - scene ended in a free-for-all, during which the shep-
- exter

s 3 ot urself to other A
SEnpaTEEn _wvé_ﬁni _pxh'mclplé or ;m_—"rs § S S herd!s crooks were used as quarter staves and only |
B = ﬁ AT B ot SN o . . the intervention of the Sunday School Superlntendenz- en
e e e S | o SN tmas-enas . o=

e seccmdf‘way by whmh W& can _Let o SE e a saved us from disaster. How often our Christm 4
SRR R R S that wayl It ends that way because we put on a cos~ -
~ shosr - _;at;ﬂ:i*ght is to take the initiative in goodwill., =~ Y i
E s# i \k "Th Mind Goes Forth," a consid: 1 “ tume for a few days rather than letting the sterna o
7 ) reet’s 00 26 = q 1nt do £ ‘oﬁ B 2 s:z nI. - llght shine through our lives in creative croodW‘.Lll. e
amoun'b Of space is devote dG 11311 JEG. 5 : | 1 " . This does not happen automatically, nor does it hap- #_,.-._-;
__&;1@“ cﬁt‘ the mast aramat:.c and creative ards that ~ pen without effort. The one who gave us the teachlng
b’emgs -are privileged to practics is that of = = roynd that it led him to a cross, but because of that o

- how and when to take the initlative in good- !;}j ~ cross it has become a live option for us. Tri to let |

S i""-”i'w;-_‘*-:“;‘-.qL____'!_; 23 f -
S e "ﬁﬂ“ ’che most stx::mgent tests Wy which - o = = your life show the llght by t.aklng the :Ln:L'bJ.a ive in_J
ersonallvy daﬁi$emeasuf6d is its courage and Sklll o A s goodmll ¥z | | e ,..w, 0 4_
n tryving ;resolvéf conflicts that threaten to assume _ ity it B e ' SN A ey
ons <« nflict unl:,mtad. " There is a = e - The third way is a llttle hard to express. Per- ;.,_

1 =

j :ﬁhﬁ-

} ~  haps I can illustrate it for you. Look at these %{.‘.Ln—*
- dows., 1 call your attention to the varied parsouall L

..,ih.- = 1.
2 Y e
,"‘-'.I" -
s

o ;ﬁ*ﬂskfhe’re and we may ,expect that our 3
: i s-—’oe _rebuffed. Sometimes. ~= o _
this will by tﬁ 1 by oup own clumsiness, sometlmes z:ﬂ  ties and activities that are portrayed. The aer-.'wmdows?i
scause we have n 'tlge'\:g;eloped“ enough skill in human :',_. R ‘would not pe so beautiful were it not for their ?ar;g- |
clations. Eut on ;1; > whole the per _' omwho \1et*3 hn.s "*‘ ~ ty and were it not for the color wh:Lch :T.s oW §30h
5 1ioht - “?— f; ~ dividual wmdow. - But, granted A5l of th:Ls., i-hBI‘E__,iS S
; f‘ S‘blll me other f‘bhlng that is absolutely ‘neces ry Lo
¢ S8 make our windc:ws live, "That :7.3 llgh:b “Take av

e of us aj rb f ( -- light and all the slﬂll of the ar i‘lst s lost. I
RIS e Ea el oDk go a a’oep .ﬁurthxer with mjr pé”rable aa"‘nd g , out th

,make :..b li:ght .e_nough inside we n erase al

times we feel so se

.ﬁ'--

.llqﬂ
3_1.

1':':‘.:-1' bl TSR YA ‘
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Christ and let t.hat shine through us - then our e ; e SN Sy BN
_L_may beeame *--1<ike these windows, We are not all _ sl M 7.
= valike, We are domg dlfferent“thlngs. e are diff- | | : , | : = o Sg ﬂ
~ erent people. But the light that illumes us is the ZAE Ty | : S TR S
- same Iight;.,r. Now and then mndo‘ws get dlrty and. they ~ - AR 8 L e e R
;;i *“mus > be cleaned. Now and then we do things we ought - = e A S = i
| ﬁQTb t‘o‘”"do and we must repent and our lives must be | TR o e N T e N e e
eansed, But the Light is alvays there roady to - B e e
ine through-our talents, through our abilities, | o : | Bt SEs e el o
rﬁﬁghfnuikperSGnalltles." R Yy e ey
{'\“E'al:[‘ 15 the Su:nshlne ;" i H T e B s
_the moon.l;__}l' "'{;p N SN

thtinkllng S-tarry hosty s e e
es brighter, Jesus shlnes purer £

E*éﬂgﬂé'- heaven can boast."
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