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g il _ oy GOD IN THE SHADOW

5 | E 'F“.'.... and make the valley of Achor a door of hope."
| s - (Hosea 2:15)

“ s ' .~ iThey shall return and dwell beneath my shadow."
LR e (Hosea 13:7)

y : e | __ ‘bh&t very dramatic scene in "God!s of fice " god 13
1 e -- - dls‘t.ressed by the evil on the earth, He paces the
gy N | il 2 floor and looks out of the great window that looks
B o . down on the earth. Gabriel is in the office. His
\t;j TN i | i/ t.rumpe‘b is hanging on the wall. /[gain and again Gab-
el e | ~ riel asks God if he should blow that trumpet and end
R ) | it all, During the discussion between Gabriel and
Lﬁ Sy _é.' Bk | = od you can see the shadow of someone walking up ang
C RO B S . down outside the office door. We are told that it 1is
o s U ' | . Hosea and he is there to convince God that he should
e o - " f- k- i De compass 1onate and that he should forgive his |
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e H / f & In a very nalve and simple way that expresses tha =
Afiv . | | e ) i;j chlef message of the Book of Hosea. 1T is a book

R S S | | filled with pathos and trage dy. Never in all the
T e S R | »- s .,_Elstrory of Israel had there been such a tJangle of

--«.--.i'??»”*' “s bc:iok is f:l.lled with e.xpress:l.ons denatlngjaetm?
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R r Al | | xmurder and :mtrlgue. ‘You should read the second book
LT ARt e Cp T b e Al Ll ol Sere '*0f K:Lngs to get the background for this stonr. HSJS ea
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| e : I ‘ ] = b ,
-5 "“* *ii?‘%’égle, ; rushmg from one possible solution o bl o oo conin oot O e
.1,...& lhile* the real solution 15 neglected.- We must _. i Achor was the scene of one of the great tragedies
~ pemember in the time of Hosea theihwere UWD ' of Israel's history. There a man had disobeyed God
"**-t, mr;l.d powers - \ssyria on thihno ani Egypt on by keeping for himself that which was to have been
_ "Palest:r.ne T yioooveen Lbiege rl‘}‘:a S and given to Gode The community had punished him. He
\C in their path, On one side was the ?esert_ had been killed in a horrible way. Hosea teaches
by d _ihe* other o tie Hegiterranean oea. - hhen that the great -historical catastrophe which he felt
e clashed they marched through lIs rael, but sure would take place was intended by God as an op-
oS ot 1 mu];dﬂnever make up its mind which was going portunity for repentance and renewal., Even tragedy
€ Iﬁﬁef?trmger' ? i can be a door of hope.
e : : .
b he book of Hosea is realistic. Listen to these S o Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah. His call came
P z:dés:ﬁmm the tenth chapter, "Because you have trust- | to him after that of Amos. Hosea lived in the North-
B ﬁ _*Fguru chariots and in the multitude of your war- | ~ ern Kingdom and possibly was of a priestly f gmily;. :
B “riors mthemf ore the tumult of war shall arise among b Certainly he came from quite a different social class
~ your apple anﬂ all your fortresses shall be destroy- - _+than that from which imos came. His activity lasted .
%sus sald, "They who take the sword shall per- ; for at least ten years as he tried to bring to his
ﬁe,f ’sﬁord " Phis has been the history of many ‘people the message which he believed God had given
‘ ';ga:.n Hosea says, WMyr people are des—- 47 3 him, His style indicates that he was sensitive and
A :‘L 91‘ 'lack of knowledge." llow herc Hosea was. " quite emotional. Probably he was more like Jeremiah
 not sayi ."'J."*t-ha‘t- Israel lacked clear and distinct ~ but quite different from .mos, the rugged herdsman,
s about God. " 'hat he meant was that Israel was Hosea moves impulsively from great exaltation to 2
| ‘-.:__'__J;”-'.'.IL'IiE"'rélatl@HShlp to Gode He was talking terrible despair because he was a man of great ner-. -
he knowledge of the ‘heart, that is, the res-- ~ vous tension. He was capable of beautiful and even =

,;"?";-ﬁ’;“""f__-j*?l;lle’““mol@ person to God's 101?‘8. Israel did ~ |  ° tender language and yet on many occasions his words
qge God, e say sometines, "That person ° - are harsh and even vulgar. When he attacks the abus- =~
to me. e mean he makes claim on me; es and sins of his people you find some of the strong- =

iémship to him. Hosea recognizes that .ues_t language in the Scripture. Perhaps you were of-

= ﬁ ”*eai’aae‘& o t'd 3 aclcnowledge" GOd lt‘ = '}  fended as you read his words., Unlike .imos he is not PR ]

' “""‘"“?‘ e S et o {  concerned about the social sims but 1ifts his voice =
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me_s h:Ls own marriage to 1llustra.te h:I.S message. -
s fe's name was Gamer.,  She was unfaithful to hi:
I‘b 1@ thls shcbck:mg experlenc:e whlc:h heﬁdescrn.b“ea s
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called Le-Ruhmah meaning not pitied. His third
.~ child was a son named Loammi, "Not-my-people.," In
Q fSp:Lte of what his wife did Hosea forgave her because
#~-~ mf his great love for her., The commentaries write

~ many pages about all of this, but it is that simple,

Hoeea. has seen the possibility of compassion, com-

paes:Lon that can redeem, compassion that is finally
e.c‘bed out completely on the crosse.

ﬁ,,, ..j_“ In the newspaper the other day there was a modern
; CQunterpart of this. You will recall the story of
*:‘; ‘that poor boy who killed his mother. His foster
{,:E-‘ather was asked if he intended to stand by the boy
He answered the re-
perter, _“Good Lord man] Of coursel! He's my son."
- As I read that in the paper I thought of a story that
if FJesuef told about a son who went away and wasted his
o life, TVhen he returned one day his father was wait-
for him and ran out and met him and welcomed him
i ‘This is the heart of the Gospel. This is the
- herdest thing for many to understand - that it is
ble i‘ or God 1;0 be both just and merciful.

i_'.|

El.l this is ’oh% p”:t.c:ture Hosea draws and this is
whlch he preclalms. Bece.use hlS book 1s

—

- , '_ f’chemee; are repeated over and over again.

9 | ! ..;“Li_" sgme var:.e’ﬁions but we think sauetimes that
- he 1s only  Really it is a sym-
j_fec theme oecurs over and over and then the

T

i C ,,.# g m«elab_"“ ‘b'éf on it ,and Werks out new varia- "
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in three ways. First, she is unfaithful in the in-
stitution of the monarchy. "Every evil of theirs is
4n Cilﬂ'al' there I began to hate them," You see s 10
was in Gilgal that S-~ul's coronation took place.
Saul, the first king, was born in Gibeah so we read,
uFrom the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Isra.el."

Tn the second place Israel had been almost complete-
1y absorbed by Canaanite religious and social customs.,
The priesthood was corrupted and these corrupt priests
had taken over the sanctuaries. Then in the third
place, Hosea feels that Israel has been unfaithful
because of her reliance on foreign powers for help,
rather than upon God. Basically, Hosea is critizing
the foreign policy of his people. 1\s a pure practi-
cal matter he distrusts both ‘ssyria and Egypt. His
point of view was justified by history., But his con-
cern is deeper because he feels that in turning to
these foreign nations Israel has turned away from God.

Hosea contends that Israel has not honored her ob-
ligations to her God - to Jehovah, or as the later
translations have it Jahweh. He is fiercely exclus-
For him religion is absolute loyalty to Jahweh,
He feels that religion starts in the love of God and
then that it expresses itself in life. Starting with
the love of God he moves on to righteousness, Justlee,

| f ~ loving kindness, compassion, and faithfulness.in the

ol

New what does Hosea say to us.

relations of man with man. Because of her unfalthf_‘ul-
ness he says that Israel will be punished, BUT, and

th;Le is his great insight, she w:l.ll also be redeemed. J'

C enturle s le.‘b er we
ad these words which he spoke to Israel. Can he
"‘“POSElbly be speaking to us?  is we hove studied th:Ls

7 5 Sa __,b°°1$ L ham sure that many t:uues you fel’c tha.t the
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- much prefer both/and, rather than either/or. We show
this in every phase of our lives. Young people think
they can have life 's rewards without paying the cost,
Jesus expressed this idea again when he said, "Enter
by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way
1s easy that leads to destmctlon, and those who enter
by it are many. “For the gate is narrow and the Way
1S hard that leads to life, and those who find it are
fewe." (Matthew 7:13-1l). Every day I am impressed
more and more by this fact. This is not simply moral-
~ 1sm, this is a law as real and as valid as the laws
# ol physics and chemlstry. ~bsolute loyalty is demand-
. ed of us in religion, in marriage, in school, in busi-
-~ ness. lle today are unwilling to pay the price of
. 1owﬂ.ty ...nd we sce the results on every hand,

e

— o
=

S o Second I need to heed hlS warning not to 1et my

N rellgious practices be taken over by the land in Whlch '

| I happen to live. For example, the extent to which
. Christmas and Easter have become simply pagan festi-
- vals is alarming. Many children hear and know more

wige " Lbou'l: the Easter bunny than about Christ. The cult-
; 'f%w “ure of our day with its worship of status crowds out

L qu::l',he deeper meanings of learm.ng how to live in the
- world and yet not become a part of it. It is some-

' what fantastic to think how our culture has affected
- * sy m i. a:l.‘bh- o e ‘
:ﬂ 4 ,T. st 1:Lst.en to his demzmd for " goodness."
ey Th""'“h:l.s ‘point he reaches deeper than imos.. Hosca
~ goes to the very roots of conduct. The commentators
% tal “ifais“" hat this 'be,rm J, goodness ML) o rather the Heb-

ey %ﬁ which is thus translated, is very difficult.
|- STe ;ft,;a.s'*»—ﬂno ‘one I -hglish word that says all that the
i WOT w i_’_';_'*-; M]ft 1&. the ﬁr‘bue that knlts R

is love, it is

Tl‘le word ha
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Fourbfl, and finally, I need to have Hoseals faith
t that looks beyond the power structure of anmy world to

| i -~ Cod who stands in the shadow in compassion but not
R T helplessness. So offen our figure of God is eith-
f . oy forbidding in its stermness or pathetic in 1‘bs :Lm-»
3 potence. Jmes Russell Lowell once wrote:

"Though thé cause_of evil prosper
Yet 'tis truth alone is strong:
Though her portion be the scaffold,
And upon the throne be wrong;

Yet that scaffold sways the future,
And behind the dim unknown,
STANDETH GOD WITHIN THE SHLDOW -
Keeping watch above His own."

e Remember two things that Hosez said: ".e..and make the

. valley of [ichor a door of hope,* "They shall retum
~ ~  and dwell beneath my shadow,”

= ' PR.YER
 TEternal and everlasting God, we come to Thee today
-~ with the realization that a]ready meny days of the

S ‘New Year are gone., Yet it seems that only yesterday

. we were making bold resolutions and courageous pro- -
- mises of what we would do this year. Now it seems
« Ii'_, ~ to us that we were too bold and too courageous for ;
5 we have not been able to do what we had thought we

- could do. Torgive,-we pray, our foolishness in *thmk—-
+ iﬂg that we alone could change our lives.

Temember that without Thee we can do nothinge Q%
f:us frc:m dnscouraganent and ma.ke us mahze tl:‘iai'b e__’
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Iﬂ'lﬁ 1ove us, ot ‘loyal to our friends and e

s W

.;bo brmg distress to anyone. Make us channels -"-‘-.j; 2
y love and grace - more concerned to serve than <
served - able to live in sympathy and in gentle~

P
s

1 *‘;—!O that we may bring comfort to those who so‘rrow

gk {-r{,w_-

i

w

-mdersmdmg to those who are perplexed and heal

=

"'.._j_b those. who are huet.. In 2 world of suffer:mg

mercy when wWe are confuqed and :
geodness when we are troubled. -

ThY s'treng{:.h may we live in serenl‘by,ﬂand T e “!
s‘afli’-control so that our anger may not disturb the
E’e of others- iy T 5 . = :
_ fiines our Prayefs are selfish. ¥e seek to* : : |
ia}‘tb&t :whlc:h will distress us or that which malges & r,;_

ﬁoday through our womh:l.p find a clear- "‘i
P Thy will for our llves s be‘bter under- ‘-*-

t our 1:wes to Theep SAMEDede o5 o b "‘"'""

‘?s-,-...

s uncomfortable, We forget that Jesus chose the

t. ‘I!hou mﬂldst. have us do], a stronger el ““
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