


INVITATION AND INVOCATION

We invite you_to pgoin in the worship of the Troy Church
of the Air, Your minister is the Rev. Harold Griffis,
pastor of the Fifth Avenue=State Street lMethodist Church.

O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the ILord,
all the earth; for he cometh, for he cometh To judge
the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness,
and the people with his truth.

Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after
righteousness; for they shall be filled

Iet us Pray:

Amighty God, who hast given a day of rest to thy
people, and, through thy Spirit in the Church, hast
consecrated the first day of the week to be a per-
petual memorial of thy Sons's resurrection; grant that
we may so use thy gift that, refreshed and strengthened
in soul and body, we may serve thee faithfully all the
days of our life; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord who host taught us to say:

Uur Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread.,
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
tpespass against us, And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever, Amen




SCRIPTURE — ILuke 15:11-—3&2l

And he said, A certain man had two sons: And tThe
younger of them said to his father, Father, oive me
~_ the portion of goods that falleth to me. #And he
| divided unto them his living. And not many days aitver
the younger son gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his sub-
= stance with riotous living, And when he had spent all,
there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began
to be in want. And he went and joined himself to a
citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields
to feed swine, And he would fain have filed his belly
with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
unto hj.m- '
And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired
servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare,
and I perish with hunger? I will arise and go to my
father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned.
against heaven, and béfore thee, and am no more worvhy
to be called thy
- And he arose, and came L0 his father, bBut when he was
B f}yet a great way obf, his father saw him, and had com-
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him,
© ees eeehnd the father said to his servants Bring forth
- the best robe, and put it on himj and put a ring on his
~ hd¥, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted
calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be merry: for this
‘my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and

i

son: make me as one of thy hired servants.,
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MEET YOURSELF!
"And when he came to himself,.."Luke 15:17a

N R e

What do you look like? How does your voice sound
—. to other people? What sort of person are you? lMany
yearSago Robert Burns wrote his famous lines:
u0) wad some Power the giftie gie us
To see ourselves as ithers see usi"

Just this week I noticed a larger traile# parked
near my office., It was surrounded by a crowd of peopk
Vhen I got near enough to discover what was going on
T found that it was a telephone exhibit and that a man
was recording the voices of people in the crowd and
then was giving th@se people tThe oprortunity to hear
their ovn voices., That is a revealing experiences 1
remember being a part of a group where this was done
and strangely enough we recognized every voice but our
owne Jan after man spoke about the naturalness of every
voice but his own,

Just as it is difficult for us to know how our
voice sounds to others it is also difficult for us to
lnow how our actions appear to others, So oftenwe

N\ criticize others for the faults of which we are most
guilty. _

Our age seems bent on letting us know just what
others think of us. L have already spoken of the voice
recorder. The psychologist has devised tests So that
we may indicate to ourselves how we look to others;
Elmost every popular magazine contains such tests. Ue
are pitifully eager to discover what others think about

US ¢

Yet, after all, it is not enough to simply get the
opinion of other people in order to see our real selves.,

Too many times our appearance does not indicate what 1is
really us, I have a friend who likesto play tennis. One
day, at the resort where we were staying, he was invited
to pRay in a doubles match, He did not meet his partner
until it was time to play. I shall never forget the

smay that registered in his face when that partner
walked out on the court. He had on a pair of heavy,
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His expression changeds however, when they began to
play. That man could really play tennis. He and ;
my friend won their match and it was not bgcause o)
the skill of my friend, Te cannot always judge by

appearances.

Tn VanDeusen's life of Thurlow Tleed this incident
is recorded - "Weed's prominence being what 1t was,
it was only natural that a lanky Tlinois frontiers=—=
man, baking the stump for Taylor in New England, should
think it wise to call on the Vhig leader in Albany.
The. westerner was taken to meeb Fillmore, he was bade
goody, and in the course of time he was forgotlten.
Benjamin Franklin would have put this last down as an
erratum, for the rawboned backwoodsman with the high
voice and the deep-set, melancholy eyes waS notv a man
to be forgotten with impunity. His name was Abraham
Iincoln, Appearances may be decivinge Ve must get at
the real individual back of the surface appearance.

-

Jesus once told the story of a man who meb himself!
We read this story as our Scripture lesson. There are
many ‘terths in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 1
heard a man say, once, that the entire Gospel wascon-=
“~ tained in this parable, The key to the whole trans-
" formation whiich took place is found in the 17th verse,
"And when he came to himself,..,"Here he gets beyond
the opinien of his friends, beyond his false notions
of himself, He met himself, It was more than a matter
| of what he was wearing, of his social pose, of his
| relationship to his social group, He saw himself as
| ~ he was and as he was supposed to De,
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i __ ~ Harry Emerson Fosdik says: "The beginning of worth-
} - persona " God is always waiting to show us our-
it indicates great potential

- vhile living is thus the confrontation of ourselves—-
~ unique beings, each of us trusted with the makings of
- personality,"”
~ reality untouched by flattery or envy. The picture
. does not reveal all goodness. Nor, for that matter,
iet of your home, this morning, I
ourself——to look at yourself as

.......

~ New Testament this refrain is
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First, you are better and greater vthan the pla.?e
vhere you live, Edgar Irank has a 1ittle poem which
el lkKe:

"How can you live in Goshen?
Said a friend from afar,

- This is a wretched little place

lhere people talk about tawdry things
And plant cabbages in the moonlighte

Byt I do not live in Goshen, I answered.
T live in Greece
Were Plato taught and Fhidias carved,
T live in -tome
here Cicero penned immortal lines
And Michelangelo dreamed things of beauty.

Do not think my world is small

Recause you find me in a little village,

I have my books, my pictures, my dreams,
tmchantments that transcend Time and Space.
I do not live in Goshen at all,

j‘: live in an wmbounded universe

With the great souls of all the ages

For my companions,™

“ do not like this poem because it indicates an es-
cpae from the reality of the place where we live but
because it does indicate that we are pibger, fhan tThat
place, Too many of us allow our city, our’address to
determine what we are., Certainly today too many of us
allow dhe circumstances of our day to determine what we
are, leet yourself! You are greater than the place or
the time where you are living,

Second, you have the possibility of being a much
greater_person. Be sure not to misunderstand what I
have said, ! Bidn't say wealthgei, or more powerful
in the sens€ol being able to control the wills of others.
The Prodigal's life was changed because when he met
himself he met the son of his fabher] A1l through the

: sung—-=the possibilit:
becoming-~the possibility of becoming. %Zlcsaﬁzé}lggwcm
are we the sons of CGod, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be" The possibllity of becoming., YOU
have ‘that possibility——it is a part of your essential

~ nature, No mater where you are or what you are YOU

..........
.............
I e .:_ ............
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-1} PRAYER -

Third, you posses the power of motion=—-shall 1 say, "0 God, who has put a song in our_hearbs , We give
spiritual motionl If you make up your mind to leave thee thanks for every voice that praises thee, “bhe
pigs and corn husks you can do it, Our greatest diff- Aathor of all things good: for the sunlight which
: iculty in these days is in our feeling of hopelessness brings life to the world: for everything that grows,
5- and helplessness, That is because we are pagans living ~, and lifts its head toward thy light: for the stgrs in :
-~ 1in a pagan world. Paganism says you must remain where their courses, proclaiming a divine hand in their order:
and what you are, (ristianity says that you can move, for the kindness in human hearts, that cannnot be
| But it rests with you, I may sit in the most powerful crushed: for the hopes which though crushed, rise
| car that is made, The tank may be filled with gas, eternally towards better things; for the deep impulses
the battery charged, the motor in perfect condition of the soul which set towards thee, We thank thee .
but until I have turned on the key and pressed the starter that above all the bewilderments of life rises the
nothing happens, lNothing happens in your life until ‘song of man's unconquerable faith-—his assurance that
you decide to move, You may go on just as you are—-— thou art the Eternal Spirit of Good; that thou hast
full of fear, unhappy, unsatisfied, But you do mot better things in store for thy sons than they can ask
B e 0 B Weye) ToU possesithe power of spiritual | or desire; and that through darkness and through light
- motion, Zmwmay leet yourself] thou art the abiding Friend of all the sons of men.
e P Put that song in our hearts this day as we gather in
£:50 . the spirit of worship., Give us the spirit of praise and
accept the devotion of our hearts to thee and to thy

| . purposes.

.eeinspire, we pray thee, the minds of all to whom
#=\ thou hast committed the responsibility of government
| and leadership in the nations of the world., Give to.
B them the vision of truth and justice, that bv their
counsels all nations may work together in true brother—
hood

.........
........

Teach us day by day what thou wouldst have us to
| T R R . DMmong the perpexities of daily life give us self-
(| < beyond the things which are seen and temporal, the .
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- CLOSING PRAYER AND EENEDICTION ane 1y

L O Gadd, our true and highest Life, by whom, MEET YOURSELF 518
~ through whom, and in whom all things live, which live "And when he ceme tQ himseil.ss

H"_ll

\ truly and blessedly; we humbly pray thee so to guide %) Sl i Lalii

- and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the ol WP
- cares and occupations of our daily life we may never | 3 =h 2

; - 4 e | ™ o, : J 7 .

f L orget thee, but remember that we are ever walking in “ 7. Introduction e
# o Slght; through J esus Q]I'iSt our IQI'd. | b a;.‘ j’Th'e}’u-G"G’Iﬂj_Il g ) S'l‘»I':u. g gl e of epr

Ll ; B ; in the area of

- The peace of God, which passeth all understandking, X -Ei];e*w;}lll"::ml“ e PN N
~ keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love B e TR g . P |
- of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Iord; md the Mgt RN Y TETe
- blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and .. Be What is the place of the .

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you ) individual in & planned society?
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II. People are fumny! e
o A. Robert Burns wrote many years
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111, Yet it is not enough to simply
¢ get the opinion of other people in
AR _. order to see our real selves.

Ae Other people do not see our
real selves,

Be It is difficult for us to see

other people also for we cannot
Judge by appearances.

S

» Hanford's tennis partner

" Hea.ring KeQe preach at
Silver Bay

; . . : . . 3, . . ‘T ARAUR SLoroed - ‘()J-'-d"ffk - !
. _ . rAN oW 1IN | 1V, Jesus once told the story of a
wenderer who one day met himself,

Aes The Story of the Prodigel Son
s found in Luke 15
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1l Not all gzood l. That's it

2. Not all bad 2. fou are greater than the
~ 3¢ Most of all great potential e place where you live

goodnesse Se You are greater than the

age or time in which you
Vi, Meet yourself} , lif'es

o

| A. First, you are better and C Be Second, You have the possibility

greater than the place where you ' of being a much greater person
livee. le Now, I didn't say wealthier

) "How can you live in Goshen? ) e I didn't say more powerful

This is a wretched little place |

| control the wills of others
Where people talk about tewdry things

And plent cabbages in the moonlighte o S¢ You have the possibility

o

1 , of becoming==of becoming=e
But = do not live in Goshen, I answered

I live in Greece

Where Plato taught and Phidias carved
I live in Rome

s

Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be:
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Ce Third, You possess the power

| of motion-=shall I say spiritual
) motion

- Do not think my world is small |
~ Beocause you find me in a little village,
- I have my books, my pictures, my dreams,

ls If you make up your mind
to leave pigs and corn husks
=\ you can do‘i'l:.
ive in Goshen at all, ' e Our greatest difficulty
en unbounded kmiverse = ~ in these days is in our

| ~ leeling of hopelessness and
- helplessness
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