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And Ju@ah said, The stfength of the burden-bearers
©  is failing, and there is much rubbishj; we are not
able to work on the wall," Nehemiah L:10 &

One of the chief problems of any civilization 1is
the disposal of rubbish, I have been told that in a ‘
typical city there is eight to twenty-five hundred 4
pounds of refuse per year per person., The United
States with all its know-how is a backward country
itself in some fields and one of these fields is the
- disposal of refuse. A few years ago our country \
- sought and obtained technical assistance from a Unit-
‘ed Nations agency about this particular problem. A
- British engineer connected with the British M:Lmstry £
~ of Health, at the request of the American Surgeon- |
~  General, made a special study of the problem, Th:LS
n'.-_fag engineer was amazed at some of the things he found,

s
a

o

e b e ATter two months of study he presented-a seventeens &
e -~ F - Dpage report vwhich any resident-of the capital dist={ =l
..."‘é e L rict could have written for him without any studyes f,f%._-’"—z“;.-;:_f:-"'j.".7
He talks about fly infested dumps, the inefficiency e

- _Il.i'

. of munidecipal incinerators, the dilapidated and un- i_h

J sam.tary containers and many other problems. 7L do“ﬁ
e e AR -*110*3 know the figure for the past year, but eight _,w__ o
Co oraiiag ek : - years ago New York City alone was expending rifty—i =

-

J::'!"'\I-I' ' _ e
)

BN s o e B flve m:Lll:Lon dollars in Aits samtatlom departmen‘ﬁ. r-Ff
ek “"f e e T _;;f Rubblsh 18 b:Lg bus messt - = ey S e e

1-4-""‘

=
=

'breakdown of our mhb:.sh dispcrsal? I have~ Irped:
wg crt;;. \when’* a str:ke oecured 111 'bh:ts % dapﬁ_ o

'seen what could happen. Day by day the }
:;_-ubb:.sh grew on the ;af,reet.s" Soﬁe-ryei

T\:

E?‘"dm“’ s‘mff 2 Situ.atlom defeated a ca
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~ rubbish?" By that time the mayor was no longer amy i
B ed and he snapped back, "Put it in the middle of ths‘ ;
streetl" She did. Then they arrested her ang the % f
" fun began. The mayor told me after the next elect. P
ion - when he was no longer mayor - "I was defeateg |
by I"llbblShi" : -

Rubblsh once hindered the rebuilding of 2 city
R.ead the book of Nehemiah and discover the fascmat:
. ing story of the restoration of Jerusalem during the :
- . Persian period. In the fourth chapter of this book 1':
~_ is the verse: "And Judah said, The strength of the
- _burden-bearers is failing, and there is much rubbish,
we are not able to work on the wall,® o]

—

e It. was that verse that started me thinking about |
s thls whole problem of rubbish, Perhaps moving this |
past September increased my interest. Te certainly ! S

gaado; accumulate things. Not only do we accumulate them, ?’
. we resist getting rid of them. Someone has taken the st
~ position that people started to save things when it “ofe=
- was not so easy to make purchases that were needed,
- S50 you saved every bit of string, every nail, every

s .
;;’" ~ scrap of metal, every piece of wire. Some day you T
L?_F ~ might need this in an emergency. There was a feeling
- a few years ago that the change in American living
' habits might alter this, but it has not. My Aunt
%-éﬂf— E‘a.t:my ‘had an attic. Evexyt.hmg she ever owned was ‘
g-g ~ put in that attice It was a wonderful thing for me =
&:“ - to go to her house on a rainy day and be privileged” ~ |
_ ~to g0 up there and explore, Now we do not have at- e
-a- ~ tics any more, but we do have storerooms and garages = - B
J }*—';?f“”: _and sheds. We manage to fill all the space we have  ~ §
3:;;_}_{, 2 & ~with the accumulation of the years. What is more -l E
et o ;br{aglq,ﬂthan Someone else's attic? What is more de- - B
“: ‘f' 'reasmg* than te go into someone elset!s house 1o dlS- 2 R ;U
: .g é of thi What is more revealing than to hear .;__-ﬁ b
: Tsi son sa'y‘, "Now why dJ.d 1 save that‘?" Patma e e T:“
et -3 f.;‘*- Wh Sy S ” | £ - RS

e& “Toda ‘want jrou to _ th:mk of your mental a’gtlcs. .

.......

2 whole corner devoted to grudges

~there stood the palnter.

" fluid I had been using to. clean the floors.
- have burst into flames,'
; several miles to make sure.

- in the temple and suddenly remember that you have a =

~_grief can become rubbish in our lives,. cluttermg up = T

your past failures and disappointments. You have

kept them and per-odically you take them out and- look
them over. Your past successes and triumphs. Thes§
you dust off now and then with loving care. There 1s
- a1l the recollect-
#ons of the unkindness and thoughtlessness you have
experlenced at the hands of .other people. 0nce we
went on our vacation and the. Parsonage Committee did
some redecorating in our parsonage. They papered and
they had floors refinished. We had to came home one
nighte. A side door had beern left for the painters

and they had the key, but when we went to bed we bolt- 1
ed- the door from the inside., In the middle of the :
night we heard a terrific pounding., I went down and

L gctworrled " he sa2ide.

1T remembered that I had left a rag soaked. with the

=70 mlght

S50 he got-up and.drove - ==
But we let. these old
grudges and resentments lie around carelessly'— they

are 1nflammable£ This is' what Jesus meant when he.

‘said that if you are on thE'way'to make .a sacrifice

- e

quarrel with someone, put down your gift, go and make gt

- things rlght with your brother. . - < ST ikt
s There are other thmgs in our attics. Those H-ﬂfw
things that might have happened. What would have ”*
‘happened if we had made a different choice. Long ago :
Gordon Gilkey called these "vanished alternatives,”

- We brood abc:mt what could, we think about the road ye __,}ﬂ
did not take. You may be shocked when I say that fc.

L .

our days and malc:_ng 1t mposs:Lble for God to do the . o H =
‘bhmgs he wants to do for us. Grief can be an ennob_l‘ = ;;;_
~ ing experience leading us to new levels oi living , Or 3&
1‘1:. can become a deadening influence in our lives. Tg,__i | ,.
"~ all of this add the outworn 1deas Wl'n.ch make us**cqﬂ‘.— s
tent with our lives as they are, You will refuse tﬂ_& s
wear last year's hat or to drive last year'”s-ﬂca.rf“r; ut

you are _.content mth 1ast .yean‘s :Lde&s. . "'c'
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1n.laboratorles sc1entlsts are trying to bring our
kngwiedgp up-to-date. In addition philosophers ang
theblnglans and sociologists are working to find the
ﬁruth,. But the rubbish of old ideas makes their work

*‘-"’"’u o g
et ;'?E::ﬁh Y e
LS A e
Hﬁ You and 16 must become aware of God's purifying

et power that can burn up this rubbish in our lives. Too
-affbén we have tried to rid ourselves of all these
BN -thlngsa and have failed. 7Je need to discover that we
~  cannot accmnpl:.sh this alone, but that which we cannot
.do;;God can do when we give Him the opportunity. In
ﬂPxilgrm"s Progress you will remember that Christian
i_{_asﬁ freed from his burden at the Cross. Outside the
7 """ ‘Is ‘of Jerusalem there was a place where the. garbage
¢ = -and rubblsh of the c:t.ty was burned. This rubbish heap
“{ rkept bu ming all the time,

In New Testament times

4 "y
g

& p“eqpl& should th:Lnk jof hell as the place where
E 'jbhb ish 4 JH burned. - This is one of the real prob-
- lems w ﬁlc,h each. of us must deal, how to get rid

..-1-1:-
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But they are not meant to .be soft. Our trouble

them &

is that we fail to recognize Christianity for the radi-

.J.._.al thing-that 1t 1is,
was not like sewing a patch on an old garment,
to get a new coatl Bul we keep on sewing patches.
That is why we fail to find any real wvitality in our

_ faithe In the forty-third chapter of Isaiah the prop-

‘E-_ " het says: "Remember not the former things, nor con-
© ... sider the things of old, Behold, T am doing a new

Get rid of the rubbish.

Jesus told us that his teaching

thing."

You had

e Let us face this, that just to get rid of rubbish
.~ —is not enoughs, dJesus again says: "When the unclean
= ‘spirit has gone out of a man, he passes through water-
~  less places seeking rest; and finding none he says, I
- will return to my house from which I came. And when
.~ he comes he finds it swept and put in order. Then he
| goes and brings seven other spirits more evil tham ="
~~ himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the la.st |

state of that man becomes worse than the flrst."; 5

= Many a man has decided that his life was full of
. rubbish,

“What a mess; I am going to get m_d of al] this !

~ there arw'bhmg more empty than an empty house?

uuu

',.;t;; ﬁ_ﬁ _
~ dominated by an am.l splrlt.

---*.;!.' ....r ;,, g

._1 *

-.-:ﬁ‘l‘\__..

r . -"‘:i" o
ings seven other spirits mor

r | s 1
L v ot ]

3 iy . L '.
. £ ey
|

L
g™ ; g ¥
o X
ta b i {--l“' - _-I:qu—-. .:"’L: =1,

-
o E
A B o T N !
= ] - o
- el Nl - -"-ij:'_ b - .
- N 1
- s ! - - = 5 i
E L EETe " el &
T R T ’ —
e T | T i ,
oo o ol S

= vl e | L e A Y 1 e e e i, |
: i AT “_i_; r , # i f__.“‘ i

=

i
2

T L E D

He has removed the rubbish and then dlscover:- | :

& ed only an ‘empty life. You need to catch the full = 1

: ‘“ ‘_force of th:Ls parable of the empty house. Imag:i_nej_ ,-{ =
~ Someone c:om:.ng into his house one day and saying,
Sa-...* ;: ~

ak

_he gets r:Ld of it, but he buys no new ﬁlmlture. Js

o Q-PD]-I‘}r this to a person who has £ oumi that hlS hauseu
': _'T;i 3

: Tfa;t,he furniture and everything else,- he sweeps and @’1
L _house; but he does not put anything else in its w ~-
ST }ace . Thenb ‘says d esus . the e'nJ :;-;p' T1t retul _7 A3 S0




= else to do? Hardly that, we are asking you to come in
© order that you may refurnish your house. We are going
- to sing together because we believe that singing to-

= gether helps people feel a sense of community and

e fellows hip and because we believe there is help and
 strength in our hymns. Ve are going to worship to-
LR : ge-t‘her through Bible reading, prayer, and meditation.

~ Then, for those who wish, we are providing a rich .
store of interest groups from which you may select new
ﬁ]:m:.shmgs f or your minda

n? 5. | G '

:1 ~ ~  Don't tell me - I know what you are gcang to say.
yki = _ 1 have so many things to do. I have responsibilities,
o "_‘._; It is cold, It is slippery. I am tired. I could

t- ~ give the rest of the list, but I can sum up all your
S excuses in a very brief statement - which 1s our text
today - "And Judah said, The strength of the burden-
be;arers 1s falllng , and there is much rubbish,"

-
- ¥ y

Thls week 1 recelved a packet of material from

~ the Methodist Publishing House.
g 1ishing House is the outgrowth of John 'esley's con-
T _yiction that a good Christian is a well- read Christ-
ﬁ ian, We need to remember Wesley's great adventure.

= ¥ {In a time when very few people went to school, in a

= tm when most people had to work long hours 2% very
‘labor, in such a time Vesley got his followers. to
3-freaa

s ﬁl"‘n—— o o s

G e :L’alq-.;ﬁI was: thrilled when I found this little pamphlet
‘=-:‘:-“,' *f?‘c— Lo

h v /J_n my mail mth t,he title, "A great new adventure for

3 ﬁﬁaﬂypur church. + Eagerly T opened it to d:LSCGVEI‘
"..’E: = r-nargg

_ﬁ,.mai this ¢&dvent‘ll]‘l‘e was. which our Publishing House was
"'*‘fsuggestmg, for. I was convinced that our church needed
I found that, “accordlng to the
B wﬁﬂbl‘lshlng House, this great new adventure consisted
"" e erondmg“ our ‘choirs with impressive new apparel.
. Wha " "downl Please understand that I am very
But T have

-'\-.

(s
Ty
L1

e 7 |
;4.; :_-: i S

k o Y o
r |..- g e
ﬁ "-

*",F:!."!J
s ,ﬂ % “ﬂf great. new adventure,

our chm.;s ook - bea.utlful.
'ff. : tha:b our church - that every church - -1n
WB;Y as this mst fmd'smnethmg more signifi-
. O 7 ;, ., ji-.l' than a n new '?ra,be qu too long the ChI'lS tlan

e —

Now the Methodist Pub-

~ No material was available, so he published mater:

W

| rent jssues in our own city?

~ 2]l the work—a-day problems with which we deal?
. is the meaning of the discoveries made in the caves of

......

?’

ﬂm ‘beautiful door which

}1%"& i

m

. i = ..'\.-I'-__
= | JJTe
| 5
ll-

~ies have on our beliefs?
- esting and spend five evenings during Lent putting new

_us today,

éhurch has played around with the 1little extermal
things of religion.

Have you had any significant exoerience 1n your
prayer 1ife? Are you still saying the same prayers
you gaid five, ten, fifteen years ago? Are you aware
of the p0581b111t1es of prayer for your l1life? Just
+hat is the meaning of church membership? "hat do we
belleve'? What are we trying to do and how are we try-

ing to do it? Have you met any great Christian of the
past? What significant religious book have you read
sn the last five years? How can we make the Bible came
alive? Have you participated in a group that tries to
interpret the Scriptures dramatically? Just what 1s
_the relationship between our Christianity and the cur-
How should a Christian
regard his city government, his schools, housing and

Wwhat —

the wilderness
Dead Sea Scrolls?

those wonderful documents called the
What influence will these discover-=
Chose what seems most inter-

furniture in your mind. At the same time on Tuesday

- mornings a group of women will be studying five books
of the 01ld Testament to see what they have to say to

e

Chr:].s tianity is more than having your name on a -
church roll, or coming to a supper, or even more than
suppomlng the church financially. Christianity is

commitment, and search, and adventure. . It results in 1,
changed 11ves. A |

A couple of years ago I had to go up to a little
~ town for a dedication service. They told me we were
. going to dedicate a memorial door in-a’ chunche: " The & S atiaes
- Sanctuary was upstairs and as I went 1n T saw this S

had been built just to the nght e~

= The chairman of the committee said,
SI't it beautiful?" T agreed. The wood was attrac-
the workmanshlp was 51,{1perb. | ‘Te walk'ed ﬁown 130- SR .- .

A
- !

_of the pulpit,

et
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ﬁhe» dﬁor and as we were waiting for the serv:}ce to l?e-
in I started to open it. I just cannot resist seeing
nat is on the other side of a door. One of the com-
ﬁittea rushed over and sald "Don't open that door.'
I asked why note "gell, he said, "In the first place
e ca:n1 o It ;.a fixed so it won"t. open, In the se-
nd place if you did you would fall fifteen feet be-
i‘b doe,sn‘ t lead any place.," Then 1 was told

did not have money enough to build a stairway on
Hér”"‘s lde of the door, so they decided to build
oor %:nyway and hope that someday in the future
e prov:Lde the stairway. Hear, then, the par-
wbhe-doorf‘— How often our religion is such a2 =

W
a “‘F

fl:.'-' annot be opened and that leads no place,
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