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I think in these days we sometimes 

consider qur democracy too casually. For 

that ma. tter, we consider many things too 

oa.sually. We take too many things tor 

granted. 

How many times do we meet a person on 

the street and say, "Good morning. How 

are you?" and go on? How many times have 

you received that greeting and said "Fine"? 

Then, after you said II fine" you started 

to think about it and wondered why under 

the sun you said 11 tine" . I have a scheme 

I use now to see whether people really 

are interested in me or not. When they 

say, "Good morning, how are you?" I say, 

"Terrible". If they just go on and say, 

lfThat is grea t 11 as most of them do, I 

understand. Once in a while somebody 



eomes up sharp and says, wwhat in the 

world is the trouble? 11 It is a good 

thing, once in a while, to $tartle people 

that way. 

Wba t a.bou. t the institutions we take for 

granted? What a.bout our democracy? To­

day democracy is being attacked and I 

think it behooves us to consider very 

carefully what, or who the real enemies 

--!:! democracy are. 

As soon as I speak about the enemies of 

democracy, some of you will start to 

think of specific things. You think of 

a eountry, or you think of countries. I 

do not believe that democracy will be de­

feated by any one specific country or any 

one specific movement. There are three 

enemies of democracy which we must con­

sider and those three enemies are within 

us. 
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The first enemy of democracy is ignorance. 

That seems obvious perhaps. You are 

concerned with dispelling ignorance. In 

a democracy, people need to have enough 

knowledge in order to act intelligently. 

People have to know certain things. 

I heada story the other da.y about a. 
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Methodist minister whose bishop was going 

to visit his church. He wanted to be sure 

everything was fine. When the bishop came, 

he took him around the church and the 

church school and the bishop got very 

mueh interested in it and started to 

question the children. The bishop asked, 

"Who can tell m.e who Matthew was?~ There 

was a dead silence. 

Then the bishop said, "Could somebody 

tell me who Paul was?" There was a 

deeper silence. The bishop asked, 110ould 

anyone tell me who Peter W&i? 11 One 

little hand went up and he said, 11All 

right. Tell me who -Peter was." The 

reply came, ftI fink he was a wabbi t! 11 

I don' t know how well you and I would 

pa~s our test. Do we have enough knowl­

edge to avoid prejudice? Do we have 

enough knowledge to use modern tools of 

our day? I think the young people do 

better with those than we do. 

Our day needs people who know how to 

touch the hidden springs 0£ life - who 

have enough knowledge. 

More important than this, our people 



Rev. Griffis - Page 4 

laok the knowledge of the oo.sie purposes 

of our dem.ocraoy. It is not enough to 

teach basic skills. We mi.uf~ be sure our 

people are not ignorant of the great 

purposes or life. 

Probably most ef you a.re temi.lla.r with 

Myrdal I s study called 11'.rhe American 

Dilemma" in which h~ talks about the 

ideals of America and calls them the 

American Creed. Do you and I know what 

the American Creed is? Or, are we confused? 

Thi~ group of people is concerned 

basioally with the problem or dispelling 

ignorance. You must teach - teach -

tea.eh -- not only the basi.c 5kJJ.le but 

also something about the basic purposes 

or life. You must teach in order that 

people can act. 

I rem1ember one thing about my high 

school. '?here was another boy in rny 

class who used to sing and I accompanied 

him on the mandolin. We entertained in 

the high school audi tori.um one day. I 

tinkled a.way on the mandolin and he sang. 

As I was playing, my eyes went up and 

th.ere was a stained glass thing in the 

ceiling. There was a world there and 
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around it were these words: "Knowledge 

is Power". It was the first time I had 

seen tba t. I was in the seventh grade 

and hadn't disoovered it yet but there it 

was. Knowledge is Powerl It fascinated 

me. All of a sudden, I realized the 

teacher was pounding me on the shoulder 

and saying, "Play! Play!" because I had 

stopped playing as l wa~ watching and 

looking and thinking about "Knowledge is 

Knowledge is Power - when it leads to 

action. 

One of the greatest problems that we 

are facing in certain professions today 

is tbat young men are putting off later 

and later the time when they will actually 

get to work because they do not feel they 

have enough knowledge to do the job they 

have to do. 

The second enemy of democracy 10ertla. 

I looked up the definition of inertia and 

it said: ''Inertia is the t.endenoy of a 

body to maintain its original direction 

of rest or motion." That is the fanciest 

definition of laziness I ever found. 



I remember once a man told me never to 

call a man a liar; that he would resent 

it; but, he said, "If you tell a person 

that he has eo:mmi t ted a fulmina. ted en­

largement of an elongated veracity, he 

really thinks he is being complimented." 

So you tell anybody he is overcome by 

inertia and that is all right. 

Recently; I was coming up on the train 

from New York and on the seat behind me 

was a man trying to entertain his grand­

son. This man obviously had come from 

Italy originally. I wish I could repro­

duce his accent. It was delightful as 

he was pointing out all the things along 

the river. As we came by the place where 

the mothball fleet i~ the grandfather 

got very excited and shouted, "Look, 

boyf Look at that -- more than a hundred 

ships and they a.in• t goin • no place." 
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How of ten th.at is deseripti ve of our 

society - we are going no place. Inertia 

is a.!'\ enemy of democracy. Things cannot 

stay as they are. Maybe we would like to 

have them stay as they a.re but they cannot. 

The third enemy of democracy 1sfra-
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sponsibill ty. Ignorance, /nertia and 

/rresponsibility! We are having a 

dramatic evidenGe of this in the regis­

tration reports we are get'Cing. I don't 

know when I have been so dis-&oed by 

anything as by the reports of registra­

tions in oul:" communities and of people 

who refuse ·t.o accept their privilege of 

voting. 

A democracy presupposes that everyone 

is responsible. What a.re we trying to 

do? Well, actually we are trying to 

avoid being involved, aren't we? You 

try to get somebody to do something in 

your community and wh.a t does he say? 

110h, I dontt want to be involved~" 

Right in back of where I live there is 

a housing project. There are enough 

children in that housing project to take 

up the time of everybody in this roorn. I 

have some fruit trees and some grapevines 

out ba.ck. Notice I did not say I have 

fruit and grapes. I realized the other 

day I had been trying to avoid becoming 

imrol ved with those boys. I went out 

there and I think half of the project was 

swarming over my grapevine. They started 
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to run when they saw rue and I called them 

back. I don't know why they came,. but 

they did. 

I sa.id, ttYou don't have to steal these 

grapes. Ir you just came to the door and 

asked for them, we would be glad to have 

you take som~. We just den' t want you 

to climb all over the trellis and break 

it. Go on! Help yourself'! Would you 

like some pa.per bags to take some home?" 

... a.nd they did. 

Yesterday afternoon I was in my study 

and I heard a kind of conJmotion out by 

the bacR door. I heard a little boy 

saying in a lisping voice, 11Ith there 

anybody home here?" I went out and here 

they a.11 were. The spokesman said, "Can 

we have some grapcs?n I s-aid,. "les, you 

can have S\Aile grapes. 0 

2hey went on aii.d I had kind of a.n un­

eaey feeling. I don't want to become 

involved. I don't want to ta.ke the 

responsibility. Uy boys are grown up. 

Why should I take the responsibility? 

See what I mean? 

I do quite a lot of traveling and it 



. 
seems to me that a great deal of effort 

and energy is being apan t. in our day toss­

ing children a.round. In the morning the 

home tries to get rid of them as soon as 

posei'ble l:)y getting them off to school. 

In the afternoon, the school tries to get 

rid or them and ~et th'll!!l home. Most or 

the time they are going back and f ol:"th. 

Neither wan.ts to hang onto the.m too long. 

That 1a a thing I said to a. school BUP• 

erlntendent onee: Just where does the 

school's responaibility end? ffe said it 

ended at the property line of the echool. 

It would be nice 1£ it did. It would be 

niee 1.f' my responsibility as a father 

ended at the front door of my house.. But 

it does not. Re.sponsibili ty! Tbs. t is 

the thing - we must teach and that we 

Clerks don' t 

more. Wouldn I t ;you love to go in to a 

store and rave somebody try to sell you 

some thing? I found th-e answer in a little 

town up north or Albany called Northville. 

You go there and I think you will still 

see the sign. It certainly intrigues me. 
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It reaches all across the front ot this 

store: "Super Self Service". '1.'his is 

the ul tima. te. And they have not only 

"Super Self Service" bUt they say, "Save 

tour 'rime ... No Wai Ung~. 
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Well, in a sense, we must develop some­

thing quite different from that. We must 

be responsible !or those who come in. 

Some people would like to put education 

on a Super Self' Service basis. We must 

have persons who a.re responsible in 

every situation. 

These a.re the three enemies 0£ democ­

racy --/snorar..ce, /nertia, /rr~sponsi­

bilit"J• 'What are we going to do about 

them? 

In the first place, Y(>U and I mu.st be 

infonned persons; invigorating rather 

than overcome by inertis.J and responsible. 

We roust be the persons we a.re trying t,0 

crea ta. That is one of the big problems 

of our society today - adults ia.l"e expect­

ing young people to be wt.aat the adults 

a.re not,. We must not bave substitutes. 

I heard a definition of e. substit.ut. 

One minister went to substitute for 



a.not.her minister and he felt he had to 

explain What a substitute waa SCI he Mid 

to the congregation, "lfow, you see this 

window over here. If that. glass were 

broken and I put up a cardboard there, 

that would be a subst1 tute.n So he went 

on with his sermon and after the sermon, 

a nioe old lady CM1e up and said to him, 

"Oh, doctor, y-ou were no substitute. You 

were a real npaneu. 

I don I t mean tba. t we should be real 

11:pains" but I do mean we should be sin­

eere peopleJ that we should be the persons 

we are trying to create. It is not 

enough to attend board meetings. It is 

:not enough to get past the sta. te a.ud.1 t. 

It ia not enough just to keep peace with 

the faculty. We must be the people we 

want our young people to be and then we 

must never get so interested in buildings 

and equipment that we forget the person 

who is being trained. Let ua always 

rmnember that the building ani equipment 

is a means to an end. Let us have the 

best tools possible to work with in our 
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schools. But, let ue rem8Jnber that our 

prilnary interes is in those persons who 

are being trained to be the citizens of 

our democracy. 

We mu.st rriake decisions. Ye must aot 

ia.s -we want people to act. We must take 

responsibility. There are some tin1es 

when we have to make unpopular decisione 

but we must make them because we hava 

responsibilities. 

I have been reading Winston Churchill's 

11.His tory of Grea..t .Brita.inf' and he says 

this 'bout the King Arthur stories: 

"ln thia account we pref er to 'believe 

th.a'/; the story ia not a.11 fancy and 

wherever men are fighting against barha.r• 

ism, tyranny and nr.assaere, for freedom, 

law and honor, let them remer,:iber that the 

.fame of their deeds, eve-n though they 

themselves be exterminated, may perhaps 

be celebrated as long a.s the world rolls 

round. Let us then declare that King 

Arthur and his noble knights, guarding 

the Sacred Fla.me cf Christianity and the 

theme of world order, sustained by valour, 

physical strength, and good horses and 
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armour, slaughtered innumerable hosts or 

fierce barbarians and set decent folk an 

example for all time.n 

It is something like that that must 

get into OU!" blood as we try to combat 

the enemies of democracy. 

hc~dng,I~i~~lbtI~~ 

said can be summed up in a strange way-. 

l will have to ask your pardon because 

there seems to be a lot or eamnerci&l 

material in this thing. It actually is 

a citation accompanying an honorary degree 

given at Rensselaer Polyteohnio Institute 

a couple of yea.rs ago. 

"Alfredo Medina V - Engineer, pioneer, 

man of the future in Mexico. A graduate 

of Rensselaer in the class of 1924, Mr. 

Medina took home to his native country 

the pioneering spirit which from the 

earliest days of the Institute has char­

acterized men of Rensselaer. His engi­

neering skill developed dams, roads, 

airfields, and many other construction 

projects in modern Mexico. In supporting 

the Polytechnic Institute in Monterrey, 

he baa.helped in training other engineers. 



From 1935 until now, however, he ha.s been 

best known for his spectacular pioneering 

in l'uea. tan.. He has hewn a pa th from a 

mahogany log cabin, if not to the White 

House, at lea.st to white cities of his 

own creation. Rensselaer is proud of his 

claim that he learned at this Institute 

to na1rty his hands." He bas shown that 

an engineer ean use a machete or an air. 

plane, a mule team or a tractor, and with 

vision can make a wilderness yield wealth 

for himself and a good life for his 

workers. Realizing the opportunity for 

development of the State o.f Yuea. tan, Mr. 

Medina opened up millions of acres of 

rich timber lands, la.id roads and rail­

roads, built factories, and for the 

workers in the forests and factories, 

built towns with water supply, sani t-4-

tion, hospitals, schools, churches, and 

all the other neces$ities for healthy, 

modern living. Hie engineering and 

economie vision have been combined with 

a true sense of human welfare. His nick• 

name, nEl Loco" - the crazy one. 

"Bens exemplified once more the truth 
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that he who steps out ahead of his fellows 

in enterprise will be called 'the crazy 

one 1 , and tba t such rnerft)ma.dnese is the 

divine force that lifts mankind to new 

levels. Al though this madness is some­

thing Rensselaer cannot tea.ch, it can 

honor it when it seee it." 

I would take ru..-ception at that point. 

The schools of our country must teach 

this madness in order tha. t demooracy may 

be saved. 
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