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WHAT IS A DIPLOMA?

In a few moments you will receive your diploma, What is a diploma? Outwardly
it is a piece of paper stating a few facts. Actually it is more than that. A&
diploma confers certain privileges upon you. It may make you a member of an alumni
association, It makes it unnecessary for you to come to classes in this school, 1t
entitles you to enter certain schools = if there is any room ! It may open the door
for a job,

But your diploma is more than thise Really it is a sort of receipt which in-
dicates that you are in possession of certain tools which you may use to achieve an _

education. This may startle you because you may have the notion that you are now an

, eudcated person, You have not been educated, you have been furnished with these tools.

President Elliot of Harvard was once asked how his university had gained its prestige

— q-_—-#:u--cr-— .-.n.-r:\-f.-T. _,--_*- i T,
T -

as the greatest storehouse of knowledge. He replied that it was probably due to the

" fact that Freshmen brought in so much knowledge and the Seniors took so little away,

o - The other day when you took that last Regents examination you walked out of the

| room and gave a whoop of joy and probably shouted, "Now my exams are over." This

diploma says that you have been able to reproduce on paper certain things which you

But your examinations are not overe Your real tests are just beginning.

| ive - a happier person? Life will test you every day that you
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ur customers, your patients, your clients, your neighbors
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for the sake of yourself alonee

and your world, You were not given this opportunity

u might be a more ef fective citizene. There is more |

You were given it in order that yo
We must remember

to be considered than just the monetary cost of your educatione

the personal effort and sacrifice which has been made by scores upon SCOI'€S of

ake our present schools possible. We

teachers and educators through the years to m

who have given of themselve
We must remember those people of high

s in library and labaratory toO

must remember those people

make available for us the knowledge we havee
You are under obligation to
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vision who have battled in the war against ignorancee

ood of the world, nov for your own

| ou have as a sacred trust for the g

use what ¥y
hing about the particular

guidance counselors have tohd you somet

selfish gain, Lour
abilities which you poSS€SSe They have shown you SOME of the possible vocatlions
yourself, have 1ikes and dislikes. A1]1 of this must be

which you may follow, You,
When you
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r which must never be forgotten.
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considered, but there is the other facto

to do remember your obligation to help meet the needs of

4 constantly that you have been given a
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choge what you are going

This diploma should remind Yo

=

your worlde

%3% . sacred truste
F = Tn the second place your diploma imposes upon you the obligation of assuming

the duties of citizenship. If our democracy is to be preserved we must have trained

Your bill for your
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nse It is for this reason that we have our free schools.
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irse will never be paid until you have as sumed the responsibilities of

.

y least you must become well enough informed
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make a
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h your fellows:
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